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TOWN OF SCHOHARIE - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN REVIEW
ADVISORY MEMORANDUM
TO: Town of Schoharie Town Board
FROM: Chuck Voss, AICP, Barton and Loguidice, DPC
DATE: December 2, 2014

RE: Town of Schoharie - Comprehensive Plan Review

l. Introduction

As the Town Board works to develop and readopt a comprehensive, Town-wide land use law, it became
necessary to review the adopted 1997 Comprehensive Plan and consider if the goals, objectives and
recommendations set forth therein and summarized in this report, still accurately reflect the Town'’s
vision for the long-term development of the community.

Pursuant to New York State Town Law §272-a(10), “[t]he town board shall provide, as a component of
such proposed comprehensive plan, the maximum intervals at which the adopted plan shall be
reviewed”. In other words, the State requires that the Plan be periodically reviewed and updated to
ensure that it continues to reflect the community’s vision into the future.

The Joint Comprehensive Plan adopted in 1997 contemplated that the plan would be reviewed “at
regular five year intervals”. Thus it is appropriate and recommended that the 1997 Plan be reviewed
now to ensure it still accurately reflects the community, and its long-term growth and development
ideals.

If the 1997 Comprehensive Plan still accurately describes the Town’s preferred vision and growth goals
for 2014 and beyond, it can proceed with the adoption of a local land use law that accords with and
implements this plan. If, on the other hand, it appears that conditions in the Town have changed over
time due to intervening events and/or there has been a substantial change in public attitudes or
priorities, there may be cause to re-evaluate or consider whether the 1997 Comprehensive Plan should
be updated or amended to reflect the Town’s vision and goals for 2014 and beyond.

As part of the process for developing and readopting a new land use law, the Town Board began with a
review of its Comprehensive Plan to confirm that the land use strategies enumerated almost two
decades ago are still relevant and appropriate for the community. The purpose of this report is to
provide the Town Board with a summary of the current 1997 Comprehensive Plan and its land use goals
and objectives, and an analysis of more recent data and comments received at public workshops held in
connection with this review are also discussed.
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As set forth in more detail below, it is our opinion that the information reviewed and summarized herein
demonstrate that the Comprehensive Plan is still valid and reflective of current conditions in Schoharie
and public attitudes regarding its goals for long-term growth and development.

Il Joint Comprehensive Plan — General Discussion

A joint Village-Town Comprehensive Plan Committee was formed in 1995 to develop a new
comprehensive plan. The process took approximately 18-months to complete and included many public
meetings, written surveys and a visual preference study.

A. The Community

The Comprehensive Plan gives an overview of “Schoharie Today” (or, Schoharie in 1995). While some
discussion areas, such as “Existing Traffic Conditions” and “Population” are based on data collected at a
particular point in time (traffic count data from 1988-1993; census data from 1990 and projected growth
through 2010), the physical characteristics described (topography, geology, soils, water resources, visual
& historic resources, utilities) likely remain, for the most part, unchanged.

The same is true with respect to general discussion of the Police, Fire, Ambulance Facilities, Public Park
and Recreational Activities, Social and Educational Activities, Historical Attractions, Transportation and
Special Districts (although specifics like staffing levels and new programs may be out of date).

B. Land Use

At the time the Comprehensive Plan was adopted, the single dominant land use in the Town was
agriculture, followed by vacant and residential uses. And, the majority of assessed land in the Town and
Village came from residential properties.

In the Town, it was reported that agricultural land uses account for about 41% of the land acreage (land
for field crops and productive vacant land), residential land uses account for about 29% of the acreage
(one family year-round residences are predominant), vacant land accounts for 48% of the acreage (most
are rural vacant lots of ten acres or less), commercial, industrial community and public service uses
account for less than 2% of the total acreage.

In 1997 when the Comprehensive Plan was adopted, there were no public sewers in the Hamlet of
Central Bridge or the rest of the Town.

There is a discussion of local revenues, including a statement of the Town’s bonded debt in 1995.
Budgetary allocations specific to 1995-1996 are also discussed which likely do not accurately reflect the
Town’s current budget estimates and allocations.

C. Input from Town Residents and Public Officials

Survey results and evaluations are provided in the Plan to explain perceptions of conditions in Schoharie
as they existed in 1995. With respect to “new development in the future”, the Comprehensive Plan
states in relevant part as follows:

Residents are concerned about how development affects their community — particularly
regarding impacts to water, ecological resources, historic character, density of development,
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scenic areas and parking/ traffic. Residents fear that new development will adversely affect
Schoharie’s rural/ historic character which they so value. They also feel that new development
will increase traffic and crime, damage visual resources and the environment, and attract people
and businesses who are disconnected from the community.

On the positive side, residents hope new development will increase the tax base, enhance job
and recreational opportunities, and fit into the community.

When surveyed, elected and appointed officials indicated that they think economic vitality of
local businesses will be one of the most important issues facing Schoharie in the next 10 to 20
years. Other “very important” issues included tourism, sewer and water services, environmental
protection, and the visual impact of development. This result is fairly consistent with concerns
voiced by citizens.

Officials and citizens ranked overall attractiveness, environmental quality, job opportunities, and
maintenance of the rural/ small town character as “very important” aspects of the Town/
Village. Shopping and affordable housing opportunities were ranked as “fairly important” by
officials. Citizens think shopping opportunities were a significant problem to be addressed in
Schoharie.

Officials ranked desired non-residential development as 1) service/ professional (office/
medical), 2) tourism-related business, 3) light industry and agricultural related businesses, 4)
retail outlets, 5) lodging, 6) warehouse facilities, 7) large retail outlets (K Mart), 8) truck stops,
and 9) heavy industry (most desired to least desired). Although these rankings differ somewhat
from the general public’s response, those commercial activities least desired by government
officials were also least desired by residents.

A section entitled “Future Goals/ Desires for Schoharie”, notes that most people would prefer to see
new commercial development primarily in the central business district in the Village, or at the 1-88/
Route 30 intersection, and would like growth desired to be directed to North Main Street, instead of
South Main Street; and on Route 7 in Central Bridge rather than Main Street in Central Bridge.

At the time, most residents felt heavy industry, truck stops, warehousing and large retail outlets should
be discouraged.

In sum, the 1997 Comprehensive Plan stressed people were “intensely concerned” with the “look” of
new development. The results of a visual image survey concluded that participates preferred the
country scenes consistent with what presently exists in the Schoharie area: open space, traditional style
architecture, tree-lined streets, narrow rural roads, wooded hills, and ponds. More specifically, the
Comprehensive Plan stated as follows:

New design standards should prevent conventional suburban development, and encourage
traditional, village-style housing with tree-lined, narrow streets. Since strip malls and modern
commercial buildings were clearly not preferred, recommendations such as encouraging new
commercial buildings to have traditional roof line, pitches and architecture, alternative parking
arrangements and a “house-like” appearance are planning goals that can be firmly backed up by
this study. Appendix A details other design recommendations. The design recommendations
were appended to the Comprehensive Plan as Appendix A.
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D. Development Issues, Goals, Objectives and Policy Recommendations

The specific goals and recommendations adopted in the Comprehensive Plan (relating to land use and
future development) are set forth and cover Land Use, Economic Development and Downtown
Revitalization, Housing, Safety and Traffic, Recreation, and Administration. Goals, objectives, and
recommendations relevant to the development of a Town-wide, comprehensive land use law, are
summarized below:

e land Use

0 Goal: Maintain and enhance the unique features of the community that make Schoharie a
quality place. Maintain the rural, small town character of the Town and Village.

0 General Recommendations To Guide Planning in Schoharie: Land use regulations and
programs in small communities should always try to use common sense to balance the right
to reasonable use of one’s property, the right of adjacent property owners to co-exist
without undue negative impacts, and the right of the Town and Village to expect that new
development will enhance the community, especially visually, and will not have hazardous
impacts.

= Zoning and other regulations should be based on the principles that:
e Impact of development is more important than specific land use,
o Density of buildings or houses is more important than lot size, and
o Building and site design is usually more important than density

= Generally, land use regulations in both the Village and Town should:

e Permit a wide variety of uses but subject them to performance standards
that would govern the issuance of permits by planning or zoning boards.
This encourages a variety of small scale uses, as long as they have a minimal
impact on the surrounding area;

e Ensure that density is separate from lot size. Allow small lots as long as
overall density standards are met;

e Use positive incentives, rather than negative fees or taxes, to meet goals.
Examples of positive incentives are density bonuses, allowing relaxed road
standards or unpaved private roads, or selling development rights.

= Performance Zoning — A zoning tool called performance zoning can help meet a
variety of goals in many communities. This planning tool can maintain or preserve
natural resources and community character as land is changed for man’s use.
Performance zoning regulates the impacts of land uses rather than the uses
themselves. It is concerned with the results of development and not the type of
development. For example, performance zoning would be concerned with the siting,
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design, and water runoff impacts of a new commercial shopping center. It would
not be concerned with the fact that it is a commercial use.

e Performance standards can be applied on environmentally sensitive lands,
or they can apply to all development within a jurisdiction. Different
standards can exist for different zones.

e Performance zoning allows for greater flexibility in the development of a
site. Landowners benefit because they can develop the land if they can
show that it will not adversely affect the area.

o Objectives and Recommendations

Identify and protect visual, scenic and historic resources (identify high priority open
space areas, identify scenic views, designate scenic roads through Town zoning,
create overlay zones, disallow structures including communication towers on the
face and summit of Terrace Mountain and other scenic hills, create a historic
districts)

Provide for the protection of important open space locations (utilize performance
zoning, set standards that any development must meet, standards should address
density, open space, agriculture, environmental and visual needs, subdivision
regulations that reflect/ encourage cluster buildings in large residential or
commercial complexes to preserve open space, facilitate purchase of development
rights by Schoharie Land Trust or other organizations, offer tax abatements for
voluntary easements under special circumstances)

Maintain the residential qualities of the Town and Village (develop design standards
[see Appendix A], set density standards based on the ability of the land to support
development, buffer residential uses from commercial or agricultural uses)

Provide for the protection of farmland for agriculture, especially on prime soils
(work with farmers to identify their needs, identify prime and important farm lands,
make farmland protection planning a focus of development approval by use of
performance zoning standards for density, open space, and cluster zoning at
important agricultural locations, encourage agribusiness)

Ensure that new commercial development is appropriate in scale and design with
existing structures and community character (zoning should contain guidelines to
ensure that development meets design standards that maintain local character and
visual appearance [see Appendix A], encourage clustering new commercial
development along Route 7, 30A, prohibit strip development, and allow a better
integration of commercial uses into more of a mixed use scenario providing that
design and performance standards are met, new development in Central Bridge
should conform to existing surroundings, new development in interchange area
should consider and plan for visual, scenic and open space sensitivities)
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e Economic Development and Downtown Revitalization

(0}

(0}

e Housing

Goal: Seek to increase job opportunities and incomes and expand the local property tax
base through increased economic development. Facilitate the revitalization of the Village’s
Main Street, and enhance shopping opportunities in both the Town and Village.

Obijectives:

Link the area’s agricultural, historic, rural and scenic qualities with more
opportunities for tourism, professional service jobs, and new business.

Encourage commercial development that provides well-paying, career opportunities
Diversify the local economy in part by establishing an economic development
program to recruit prospective new community-minded businesses desired by the
community, including those that are agriculturally related. Provide incentives for an
improved mix of businesses located on our Main Street.

Ensure that growth in the Town, Hamlet and Village are complimentary

Promote use of existing buildings on Main Street and define where new commercial
development should exist within the Village.

Ensure that the Village of Schoharie remains the seat of government in the County
and encourage new government facilities to be located in the Village when possible.

Ensure that economic development activities are consistent with the other goals
and objectives in this plan.

0 Goal: Enhance housing opportunities for all residents and income groups.

Encourage a variety of high quality housing types to meet the needs of all residents,
especially young families and senior citizens (zoning should permit accessory rental
units on single family houses and allow multi-family and moderate cost homes in
other zones, adopt site plan review procedures for commercial development)

Minimize potential flood damage (continue participation in FEMA flood plain
programs, work with county to minimize flood damage)

Provide for the long-range protection of water resources for water quality and
guantity, recreation, wildlife habitat and erosion stability (ensure protection of
streams, creeks, buffer zones, setbacks, consider stream protection overlay district,
define locations of aquifers, and regulate use in sensitive areas [Barton Hill area and
the Central Bridge watershed], continue wetland protection).




By
Pl

= Encourage land uses that are “clean” and that have few environmental impacts and
discourage those that put the area’s environment at risk (consider creation of
voluntary Conservation Advisory Council, identify locations requiring natural
research restoration, encourage less development in the most environmentally
sensitive areas of Schoharie)

. Recent Data Collected and Public Workshops

As noted in Section |, some sections of the Comprehensive Plan discuss data that had been collected at a
particular point in time and may be out of date. To determine if these sections are truly reflective of
where Schoharie is today, more recent data was collected and reviewed. As set forth in more detail
below, this information demonstrates that there has not been a substantial change in conditions in the
Town since the Comprehensive Plan was adopted in 1997.

A. Community

Our review of data collected in more recent years shows that the town population has not increased
substantially. When the Comprehensive Plan was finalized in 1997, the estimated total Town population
was 2,324 persons (exclusive of the Village of Schoharie). In comparison, the estimated 2010 population
(most recent U.S. Census data) shows the Town population to be 2,283 persons. This represents a 2.4%
decrease over roughly twenty years. This same decreasing pattern can be seen with the Village of
Schoharie’s population. In 1997, the estimated Village population was 1,045 persons. In comparison, the
estimated 2010 Village population was just 922 persons, which represents a 12% decline. The
Comprehensive Plan envisioned a much steadier and predictable growth rate in both the Town and
village in 1997. However that trend has not materialized, which is indicative of similar population trends
in the County and region as a whole. As such anticipated growth and accompanying development
pressures caused by an increasing population in the Town have not been realized.

The same is true with respect to more recent traffic volume counts and data. In 1997, the
Comprehensive Plan looked at five key road segments within the Town and provided the general
Average Annual Daily Traffic (AADT) counts for those segments based on the New York State
Department of Transportation’s (DOT) most recent data (1994). In comparison, we reviewed DOT’s more
recent data (based on 2012 count surveys) and found a modest 7.6% average increase in AADT for all
five of the same road segments. In other words, all five of the road segments originally studied in the
Comprehensive Plan experienced a slight increase in AADT volumes which is consistent with expected
volume increases over a twenty-year period. This modest increase in AADT’s does not in and of itself
represent a significant increase in road usage in the Town and is more reflective of expected background
increases that would normally be found in most communities similar to Schoharie over such a long
period of time. Therefore we see no need to modify the Comprehensive Plan based solely on current
traffic volumes found across the community.

Similarly, the general discussion within the Comprehensive Plan of the Police, Fire, Ambulance Facilities,
Public Park and Recreational Activities, Social and Educational Activities, Historical Attractions,
Transportation and Special Districts contains figures relating to staffing and/or budgetary levels that
have not changed substantially over the years. However these figures could be updated if the Town
decided to update the Plan in the near future. A review of recent emergency services (Fire & EMS) call
data shows that call numbers in 2013 (91 calls) was almost the same as that reported in 2000 (97 calls).



By
Pl

B. Land Use

At the time the Comprehensive Plan was adopted, the single dominant land use in the Town was
agriculture (41%), followed by vacant (28%) and residential (29%) uses. And, the majority of assessed
land in the Town and Village came from residential properties.

Data provided by the Schoharie County Planning Department collected in more recent years shows
agricultural land uses currently account for about 36.2% of the land acreage, residential uses account for
about 33.1%, vacant land accounts for 26.4% of the acreage, and commercial, industrial, community and
public service uses account for 3.2% of the total acreage.

Comparatively speaking the data reveals that there is almost no tangible change in the current land use
profiles across the Town. Agricultural uses are still by far the most dominant forms of land use in
Schoharie. Followed closely by residential (single-family, multiple-family & mobile homes), and vacant
lands. The only land wuse sector that experienced a minor (1.2+/-%) increase was
commercial/retail/industrial/public institutions. These current land use profiles indicate no net change
or major shift in land use patterns across the community and therefore indicate no impetus for altering
or revising the Comprehensive Plan’s land use goals, objectives or strategies.

In addition, a review of past (2005-present) and current Use Variances, Area Variances, Site Plan Review
applications and Special Use Permit applications was conducted to see if new or emerging trends in land
use conflicts were occurring across the community. What the data revealed was 29 Area Variances, 3
Use Variances and 12 Special Use Permits being granted in the last 9+ years. There were also 39 Site Plan
review applications approved during this same time period, with the vast majority of those applications
for subdivisions. This relatively low number of variances and special permits as well as minimal site plan
applications for commercial projects for a municipality the size of Schoharie is indicative of a community
that is not experiencing major conflicts between its land use policies and codes, or significant growth or
development pressures.

As noted previously, there were no public sewers in the Town of Schoharie when the Plan was
developed 1997. However more recently public sewers have been installed to serve the Hamlet of
Central Bridge. A special sewer district was formed that included parts of Schoharie and the adjacent
Town of Esperance with a service area that covers the area north of Cobleskill Creek.

C. Public Attitudes

Section 3 of the Plan (“Input by Town and Village Residents™) provides a detailed overview and summary
of the extensive public participation and hands on involvement in the 1997 Plan’s development. As with
any community-based plan, public involvement is critical to the successful outcome of the plan and to its
adoption and ultimate implementation. The 1997 Comprehensive Plan utilized local citizens, volunteer,
Town staff and consultants to develop a Plan that provided a thorough overview of the community as it
was in 1997, and as it should be over time.

As part of the Town Board'’s review of the Comprehensive Plan, it held two public workshops to receive
comment from members of the community. The first workshop was held on September 10™, 2014 at a
regularly schedule Town Board meeting and was attended by the full Town Board and roughly 45
residents and members of the public. A summary of the official Town Meeting Minutes indicates a
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general discussion about how valuable the current Comprehensive Plan has been over the past 17 years
in shaping the overall growth of the community. Speakers emphasized the importance of preserving the
rural character of the community, the livable nature of the Town’s neighborhoods, and the need to
preserve the quality of life currently enjoyed by residents. Many speakers noted that the
Comprehensive Plan is still very valid and continues to reflect the Town’s vision for future development.
Speakers also noted that the Comprehensive Plan envisioned promoting agri-based businesses and
industries such as agritourism that could be a source of employment for the Town.

A recent grant-related survey of Village residents’ long term renewal concerns was noted by one
speaker who commented that these survey results closely mirrored the survey results undertaken when
the Comprehensive Plan was first developed in 1997. However it should be noted that the recent village
grant survey was not undertaken by the Town, nor was it related in any way to the current
Comprehensive Plan review efforts.

The second workshop was conducted on October 8", 2014 at a special Town Board meeting and
approximately 30 residents and members of the public attended. The Town Clerks summary of that
meeting indicates very similar comments from the public about the benefits and merit of the current
Comprehensive Plan. One important comment that was mentioned by a speaker pertained to the goal of
protecting historic assets of the community. It was noted that his is still a valid and current goal, but that
additional or different regulations, safeguards and/or incentives should be considered when developing
a future land use law. The Lutheran Parsonage and Lutheran Cemetery were recently listed on the
National Historic Register in 2013, and, together with the Old Stone Fort Complex, remain important
local historical resources and attractions. Other historic resources listed in the Comprehensive Plan,
including the Easter Egg Museum and the George Mann Tory Tavern are still held in private ownership
and currently not accessible to the public.

In general, it appears residents are very satisfied with the current plan’s goals and objectives, and feel
that the 1997 Plan has served the Town well over the past 17 years. Residents did acknowledge the
need to update certain areas of the Plan’s data, such as what we have noted above. However there
appeared to be an overall general high satisfaction with the 1997 Comprehensive Plan. The official Town
meeting minutes of both workshops are attached to this memo as Exhibit 1.

V. Conclusions and Recommendations for Future Action

While there are opportunities to update the information contained in Section 1 (“Schoharie Today”) and
Section 2 (“Population Characteristics”) to better reflect current conditions within the community, our
analysis of these sections and comparison to the more recent data collected indicate that there has not
been a fundamental or substantial change that would alter or affect the enumerated goals and
objectives set forth in the Plan.

After reviewing the Plan’s stated goals and objectives and considering the public comment that was
received, it is also clear that the same priorities that were important for the Town in 1997 remain
important for the Town today. Recent public review and comments on the 1997 Comprehensive Plan
undertaken by the Town Board indicate similar public commitment and affirmation that the goals,
objectives and strategies listed in the 1997 Comprehensive Plan remain consistent through to today.

A review of the Plan’s goals and objectives seventeen years later reveal that for the most part the plan
did (and does) provide the necessary guidance for the Town’s short, medium and long-term growth and
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development objectives. It remains valid today and provides a framework for the adoption of a
comprehensive land use law that implements the Plan’s goals and objectives.

In the future, as resources become available and the Town is able to undertake a comprehensive update
or amendment of the Comprehensive Plan, maps, tables, figures and photos could be revised as
necessary. The general discussion sections could also be revised to better reflect current conditions. For
example, the Transportation section could be updated to reflect current traffic levels and any changes to
the road network over the past 17 years. Also the Community services section could be revised to reflect
current Police, Fire and EMS staffing levels, new equipment purchases, etc. The Social and Educational
section could be revised to more accurately reflect the current school district enrollment figures, and
any special educational programs or facilities that may have been implemented since the 1997 Plan was
adopted. Demographic data and Town fiscal and budgetary information could also be updated to better
reflect current conditions.

Any future update or amendment of the Comprehensive Plan would require public surveys and public
hearings similar to that which was required when the Comprehensive Plan was first adopted in 1997.
With this additional comment, Section 3 (“Input from Town and Village Residents”) could also be revised
in the future to confirm current public attitudes regarding land use development.

Finally, the Plan could be revised to reflect those specific goals and objectives that have already been
achieved and new opportunities or funding initiatives that may become available over time.

In sum, it is our opinion that the 1997 Plan’s goals, recommendations and objectives are still very
relevant and current and still reflect the common public vision for the Town. We see no compelling need
given the current state of the Town to overhaul or extensively revise the Plan’s vision, or goals. The
updates described above can be made over time as resources permit. In the meantime, the Plan remains
viable and the goals, objectives and strategies set forth therein are still relevant today. Thus, it is our
opinion that the Town Board may proceed with the adoption of a new land use law that accords with
this Plan.
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Town of Schoharie
September 10, 2014
Public Workshop Town Board Minutes

Minutes of the Public Workshop meeting, of the Town Board, of the Town of Schoharie,
held September 10, 2014 at the Town Hall, 300 Main Street, Schoharie, commencing at

6:00 p.m.

Present: Town Supervisor Eugene Milone, Town Attorney Shawn Smith, Councilmen
Matthew Brisley, James Schultz, Richard Sherman and Alan Tavenner.

Guest: Dawn Milone, Dawn Johnson, Kathryn Saddlemire, Jill McGrath, Jeremy
Rosenthal, Terry Wilber John Conboy, Richard Price, Martin Shrederis, Rhonda Sacket,
Thomas Martinez, Robert Montione, Herman Wilms, Arlene Price, John Borst III, Joan
Nelson, Jill Attanasio, Juli Attanasio, Rosa Boba, Anne Hendrix, Bart Finegan, Glenn
Sanders, Donna Sanders, Kenneth Kio, Kelly Kio, Elizabeth Vedder, Patricia Conboy,
Peter Johnson, John Wilkinson, Flora Kenyon, Richard Kenyon, William Olewnick,
Robert Price, Joseph Bozicevich, Village Mayor John Borst, Fern Weber, Times Journal
Editor David Avitable, Allyson Phillips from Young/Sommer LLC and Chuck Voss
from Barton & Loguidice.

The meeting was called to order by Eugene Milone, Town Supervisor at 6:05 p.m.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC) - gave a brief introduction - the workshop is to
discuss any concerns and thoughts the public might have regarding the Comprehensive
Plan.

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - gave a brief presentation and insight to the
comprehensive plan.

Jeremy Rosenthal (Town Planning Board Chairman) - discussed Planning Board review/
read letter enclosing report to Town Board. Since 2005 40 actions have been taken and
nobody identified a project outside of the comprehensive plan.

Eugene Milone (Town Supervisor) - comprehensive plan is still an efficient guide/very
descriptive of the community’s goals and vision. If the audience has not had a chance to
read the comprehensive plan they should.

Pamela Foland (Town Clerk) - read three letters from town residents as follows: Emily
Henry, Dusty Putnam, Tom Smith and Elizabeth Apgar-Smith. Letters are on file at
Town Clerks Office.

Dawn Johnson (resident) - read a letter she had prepared and made additional comments
as follows:

¢ Importance of the Town’s rural character and beauty.
e Well planned development is important
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¢ Has taken the time to meet and speak with new residents - they enjoy the beauty
of the Town, quiet lifestyle, getting to know friends and neighbors

e Stressed that authors of 1997 plan did a good job because people are choosing to
live here and are happy living here

e Letter on file at Town Clerks Office

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - noted that Dawn had raised some good points and
took the opportunity to walk people through the plan and its different components. He
suggested that not much has changed over the years that would call the continued validity
of Comprehensive Plan into question. He noted that there have been cyclical fluctuations
in population, school district enrollment, etc. but that these changes are normal and
common among rural Town’s in our area. He went over the goals/ directives set forth in
the 1997 plan (economic development, preservation of visual appearance and character,
etc.) and suggested that they are still reflective of the community’s current vision and that
the Town has been and is still working toward achieving those goals

Glenn Sanders (resident) - made oral comments and provided a handout to Chuck Voss.

¢ Intensification of resource extraction may be something the Town Board should
take a look at

e There has been a lot of public discourse in recent years focused on fracking and
mining

e Suggested that an appendix could be added to the Comprehensive Plan to address
any change in perspective or particulars which may be out of date

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - Said that public were raising good points, and that
appendices can sometimes be helpful

James Schultz Town Councilman - made a comment that the Comprehensive Plan does
contain some out of date information.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC) - agreed that there was some information that
was out of date. She discussed how information may be several years old but that does
not in itself undermine any of the fundamental assumptions or conclusions in the
document (example given — traffic counts are several years old, but goal is to promote
pedestrian safety and a more walkable community — fact that there may be more recent
traffic counts available does not change the overall goal of pedestrian safety and walkable
community)

Bob Montione (resident) - Thanked the Town Board for having the workshop and giving
the public an opportunity to participate. He noted that the 1997 comprehensive plan
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adoption process was very thorough, it produced a very readable document which, in his
opinion, was still valid. He noted that the plan incorporates the results of a number of
public surveys and that the answers to many of those questions would still be the same
(i.e., what kinds of businesses would they like to see in the Town and where would they
like to see them, agricultural character, rural nature, public safety, good schools, etc.)

Martin Shrederis (resident) - Worked on the Comprehensive Plan when it was being
developed in the mid-1990°’s. They always wanted it to be user-friendly. Glad many
people in the community still see it as a valid plan that is reflective of the Town’s vision
for future development

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - agreed that it was a very good document and very
user friendly

John Borst III (resident) - grew up in the Town and moved back here to start a family
after he was done with school. He said that he moved back to the Town because it is a
nice place to live. He talked about how his kids and wife are doing well, and that the
people he talks to on a daily basis generally feel the same.

Chuck Voss (Barton Loguidice) - noted that this raised an interesting point; how the plan
is working to preserve and promote the vision for the Town that will encourage young
people to return/ settle down here

John Borst  (Village Mayor) - He stated his opinion that the Comprehensive Plan is still
a good document. The plan is a blueprint for future development in the Town and Village
and that it promotes a mix of residential and commercial uses in a manner that is intended
to protect its rural character and beauty. He discussed the history of the Town as being a
farming community and that there are new opportunities to develop and promote new
agribusinesses and agritourism that build off this history/ community character. He noted
that there have been some increases in commercial development and but also declines
over the past several years. He discussed the economic recovery efforts after the flood
and noted the Village had been awarded grant money earmarked for waterfront
redevelopment (i.e., improving creek access, promoting bike paths and walking trails).
He thought that these efforts made the area more attractive for residents and tourists
alike. He also discussed a long-term renewal grant that the Village was applying for and
discussed the answers to a recent public questionnaire/ survey which indicated the public
was in favor or increasing tourism, keeping Schoharie visually beautiful, preserving its
historical value, promoting small businesses, factory outlets and light industry (better
paying jobs), and spoke to specific development initiatives that should be pursued such as
a public boat launch and large grocery store. In sum, he noted the people have stressed
the desire to retain historical character of the area and visual beauty of the Schoharie
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Valley region. He concluded with his opinion that the Comprehensive Plan is as
appropriate today, if not more appropriate, than it was when it was adopted in 1997. May
want to make note of any changes in flood plains/ flood plain development but that was
all he could think of

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - Thanked the Mayor for his input and for providing
more recent survey data. He explained that many of the goals, visions and
recommendations discussed are already found in the Comprehensive Plan

Jill McGrath (Planning Board Member) - Talked about flood maps and identified the
person at DEC who was working on them. Ms. McGrath agreed with members of the
Town Board that revised maps were not yet available for public review/ comment

Glenn Sanders (resident) - Noted that renewable energy is becoming a hot topic and that
many communities/sectors of government are offering incentives for solar projects. He
suggested that an appendix to the Comprehensive Plan could address large scale
renewable energy development; although he thought there was already a connection to
the 1997 plan/goals and the incentives being offered for these kinds of projects.

Eugene Milone (Town Supervisor) - agreed that solar power is something that has been
promoted in more recent years and that the Court has issued RFP’s for solar panels on
government buildings. He thought this was something the Town would also like to
explore sometime in the future

Chuck Voss (Barton & Loguidice) - agreed that regulations could be adopted to promote
renewable energy development in the same way incentives have been offered to promote
better and more efficient storm water management. With respect to specific regulations,
all agreed that could be discussed when the Town Board began the process of developing
and adopting a new land use law.

Dawn Johnson (Planning Board Member) - development in environmentally sensitive
areas was discussed

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC) - explained that the Comprehensive Plan already
called for enhanced regulation and safeguards for land development and non-residential
uses in environmentally sensitive areas (aquifers, soils, important view sheds, etc.)

Bob Montione (resident) talked about steep slopes — restricted greater than 10% and also
needs to be looked at.
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Ronda Sacket (resident) - raised a concern that flood plain redevelopment must be
undertaken in a careful manner and that the Town and Village should regulate how
property owners can increase elevations in a manner that does not adversely impact
adjoining properties. She also noted that she has observed a large number of residents in
the Village have been renting to tenants which has caused property maintenance to
decline in recent years. There was discussion about the NYS Property Maintenance Code
and that the Town and Village already have local laws in place empowering their local
Code Enforcement Officer to issue appearance tickets for property maintenance code
violations.

Respectfully Submitted, Pamela Foland, Town Clerk
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Minutes of the regular meeting and Second Public Workshop, of the Town Board, of the
Town of Schoharie, held October 8, 2014 at the Town Hall, 300 Main Street, Schoharie,
commencing at 7:00 p.m.

Present: Town Supervisor Eugene Milone, Town Attorney Shawn Smith, Councilmen
James Schultz, Richard Sherman and Alan Tavenner. Town Highway Superintendent
Daniel Weideman. Code Enforcement Officer Peter Irwin and CAP 1 Town Assessor
Steven Rubeor.

Excused: Councilman Matthew Brisley

Guest: Dawn Milone, Dawn Johnson, Kathryn Saddlemire, Jeremy Rosenthal, Terry
Wilber, Richard Price, Leslie Foland, Nicholas Schoenecker, Herman Wilms, Susan
Kennedy, Chris Tague, Frank Lawyer, Donna Sutton, Kenneth Kio, Kelly Kio, Ward
Arnold Jr., John Howland, Beatrice Howland, Tom Hotaling, Fern Weber, Times Journal
Editor David Avitable, Allyson Phillips from Young/Sommer LLC. .

The meeting was called to order by Eugene Milone, Town Supervisor with a Salute to our
flag at 7:09 p.m.

A motion was made to approve the minutes for 9/10/14. This motion was made by James
Schultz and seconded by Alan Tavenner and carried.

Abstracts:

The following Vouchers were signed and approved by the Town Board:

General Fund Claims 273-302 in the amount of $22,759.70, as set forth in abstract No.
10-25/10-27 dated October 8, 2014.

Highway Fund Claims 132-145 in the amount of $9,497.81 as set forth in abstract

No. 10-14 dated October 8, 2014.

Town outside Claims 89-93 in the amount of $616.87 as set forth in abstract

No. 10-12 dated October 8, 2014.

Financial Report:
a) A motion was made to approve the Financial Report for month ending
September 30, 2014. This motion was made by Alan Tavenner and seconded
by James Schultz and carried.

Correspondences:

a) Received a letter from the Schoharie County Department of Public Works. As
of November 1, 2014 the Scho-Wright Ambulance will need to get there
diesel fue! for the ambulance some where’s else. The County is on State
Contract with Wright Express. Gave the web site to get in contact with them.

b) The State Comptroller’s Office will be doing an Audit based on the Stream
Bank Rehabilitation Project.
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Department Reports:
Code Enforcement Officer Peter Irwin:

a)
b)

Board members received a report by email.

Solar Power Financial is looking to put a Solar Farm on Route 7 between
Route 30 and Route 30A. Would need to have a public hearing to move
forward. The 43.2 acres in Esperance is currently zoned Agricultural but it
abuts a commercial property and would not be considered spot zoning and
would not take much for the 43.2 acres to be zoned commercial. Esperance is
further ahead on the project than Schoharie. There is 7.4 acres in Schoharie
and since we are back to the 1975 Land Use Laws, Solar Farms are not
allowed. They would need to request a PDD from the Town Board or a Use
Variance from the Zoning Board. Councilman Alan Tavenner asked the CAP
1 Town Assessor Steven Rubeor how he would assess that. Steve would have
to do some research in other towns and counties that have Solar Farms.

Town Clerk Pamela Foland:

a)

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone received the Town Clerks September
monthly report in the amount of $265.74 dated October 1, 2014.

CAP 1 Town Assessor Steven Rubeor:

a)
b)

d)

Received a hard copy report for the meeting.

The application for Cyclical Reassessment has been forwarded onto ORPTS
Customer Relations Management team. They have given it there preliminary
blessing. What would normally take a year to complete is going to try to be
accomplished in six months. Steve is working closely with County Real
Property.

The lawsuit with the Town of Wright is done. The judge has rendered a
decision finding the Town of Wright was in “error of law” and that there was
“...no demonstration... of any misconduct, maladministration, (manage
inefficiently or dishonestly), malfeasance (wrong doing) or malversation
(Misconduct in a public office)”.

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone read a letter from a Village of Schoharie
resident, Lisa Aegastino. She has had great dealings with Steven Rubeor and
Susan Kennedy of the Town Assessor’s office and wanted people to know that
his door was always open; he had kind words and let her know she was
appreciated and the feeling is mutual.

Highway Superintendent Daniel Weideman:

a)
b)
c)
d
€)

Working on equipment

Finished mowing

Cutting Brush

Getting trucks ready for winter

Met with people from the Constitution Pipe Line. They will need to go under
two Town Roads (Terrace Mountain Road and Smith Road) and they will
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provide a study to the Town of what will be done and release the Town of any
liability. They will be foiling the Road Preservation Local Law to review.

Planning Board Chairman Jeremy Rosenthal:
a) At the last meeting he gave the board a preliminary Sub-Division document

and wanted to know if the board would be able to make a decision soon. The
board wanted a little more time to review and will address at the next board
meeting

Privilege of the Floor:

Resident Donna Sutton - asking how assessments are done. “How can you
drive by and say this is $75k or $85k.”

Assessor Steven Rubeor - He would be more than happy to stop by and take
a look at his home and believes he has been there in the past and no one has
been home.

Resident Frank Lawyer — We are always home so I don’t remember you
stopping by.

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone - This is not the Towns fault, this comes
from the New York State and this is what we are faced with.

Councilman Alan Tavenner - The reason assessments have not been done
for over twenty (20) years is because previous boards did not want to spend
the money to have a revalue done. Seven (7) years ago we hired Paul
Atanassov to collect the data. It was near complete and Hurricane Irene and
Lee got in the way and delayed the data collection.

Resident Frank Lawyer - asked “how do you know how many rooms I have
in my house if you have never been in my house.”

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone - those assessments that were low are now
where they should be.

Councilman Richard Sherman - one (1) of the reasons for doing a data
collection was because another Town in the CAP at that time had properties
not taxed properly, so we needed to move forward to be even across the board.
Councilman Alan Tavenner - the Town cannot change the tax CAP, we do
not collect anymore and make money because your assessment went up. Some
went up and others went down or stayed the same.

Resident Frank Lawyer - there are a lot of people like him on a fixed income
and this will push us out.

Resident Dawn Johnson - her husband tried to come up with the amount they
would pay because there taxes are in escrow now. What he found was 59% of
the taxes go to the School, 11% go to the Village, 4% go to the Town and
26% go to the County.

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone - the Town has not had a tax increase in
over twenty (20) years. The board has been very frugal with money. Dan of
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the Highway has done a good job to remain within the budget. We have
stretched the rubber band as much as we can.

Councilman Richard Sherman - encouraged the audience to stay later for
the budget process. The board is willing to listen to anyone who can show us
what we can cut.

Resident Frank Lawyer - has talked to a lot of people and it is tough on
seniors.

Councilman James Schultz - it is also tough on young families starting
out.”

Resident Frank Lawyer - has been in the area for twelve (12) years and we
still have no business.

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone - A grocery store wants to come in, but the
land available, the land owners wanted $100K to $125K per acre. They need
about three (3) acre and these are the logs put under our feet. We need to
support our local business. This is why we have a County Planning and
Development Department. This is not easy and we don’t want to put it on the
residents.

Councilman Richard Sherman - we like to see people come in and work out
these issues.

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone - This is why we did the tax abatements.
To bring more people in and it’s working.

Resident Tom Hotaling - if people are not doing their job in County Planning
we should get rid of them.

Resident Frank Lawyer - said, “We are going to look out for the people
since we picked up the gavel.”

Public Workshop Discussion:

Town Supervisor Eugene Milone opened the continuing Public Workshop on
the review of the Comprehensive Plan as it works toward the adoption of new
Town-wide land use laws at 7:30 p.m.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LL.C) - explained that the Town Board was
reviewing the Comprehensive Plan and holding public workshops as part of
this process so that it could receive public comments. She explained that this
is the second workshop being held and could be considered a continuation of
the public workshop held on September 10, 2014. She explained that
comments offered at the September workshop were already in the record and
did not need to be repeated. She noted that many comments had been received
including comments from people who were involved in developing the plan
back in 1997, that others spoke about their own personal experiences and how
it relates to the plan’s vision and goals for Schoharie, and that some useful
information had submitted for the Town Board’s review including some
recent survey results provided by the Village Mayor.
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Councilman Richard Sherman — asked a series of questions regarding the
survey, what it was prepared for, how it was administered, and what it had to
do with the comprehensive plan.

Jeremy Rosenthal (Planning Board Chairman) — explained that the survey or
questionnaire was given to Village residents as part of an application for a
long-term renewal grant that the Village had applied for.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC) — noted that the survey was just one
piece of information that was submitted at the Workshop; it was not solicited
or administered by the Town Board and had no direct tie to the Compressive
Plan.

Councilman Richard Sherman - said that he didn’t understand why it was
submitted if it did not relate directly to the Comp Plan.

Resident Dawn Johnson - noted that it was just ironic that the recent survey
results were very similar to the survey results solicited and received when the
Comprehensive Plan was being developed in 1997.

Resident Chris Tague — said that he lived in the Village and had never been
asked to take a survey and didn’t know why the results were relevant to the
Town Boards’ Comprehensive Plan review.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC)- reiterated that the survey results
were only one (1) piece of information submitted during the workshop, that
we had received many more comments from Town residents and that the
Town Board would consider the totality of everything that had been submitted
as part of its review. The Town Board could consider whether or not the
responses are relevant or how much weight they should be given.

Resident Kenneth Kio — stated that he went back and reviewed the
Comprehensive Plan and saw that it called for greater access to public utilities
like natural gas, but that nothing has been done to achieve that goal. He also
said that the plan has a goal of preserving important historic sites, but 1/3 of
the sites noted in the plan are now gone.

Allyson Phillips (Young/Sommer LLC) - explained that the goals in the plan
(promoting access to public utilities and preserving historic places) are still
valid and current goals for the community meaning no amendment to the plan
is needed. It may, however, cause us to review the safeguards and regulations
concerning historic sites and access to public utilities when we develop and
ultimately adopt a new land use law; it may be an indication that there were
weaknesses in the old land use law that should be addressed.

Resident Kenneth Kio — agreed that these are still valid and good goals for
the community.

Resident Chris Tague —presented the Town Board with a comment letter
submitted on behalf of Cobleskill Stone Products. Pamela Foland and Alan
Tavenner offered to read the letter, but Chris said that it didn’t have to read
the letter but that it should be included in the record. Letter is on file at Town
Clerks Office.
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A motion_was made to close the Public Workshop on Comprehensive Plan at
8:26 p.m. This motion was made by Alan Tavenner and seconded by James
Schultz and carried.

Regular Meeting Resumed —Old Business:

a)

Town Clerk Pamela Foland read a letter from Division of Homeland Security
and Emergency Services regarding the $17,780.31 monies not received yet for
the Records Processing (Large Project). Also spoke with James Casey of the
Department and it will be at least three months before we receive another blue
book of the amendment for the funds. The P4 would need to be signed,
returned and it could take another three months before the money is issued.
James helped to sign the clerk up on line to be able to keep track of the
process of the projects. This would also be good for Daniel Weideman of the
Highway to do to keep track of his projects.

New Business:

a)

b)

Allyson Phillips prepared a proposed local law to extend the current
moratorium for an additional six month period through July 1, 2015. She
explained that we are only five (5) months into the current moratorium (which
is set to expire on January 1, 2015) but that the Town Board still had a lot of
work to do and that it would be prudent to consider a law to extend the
moratorium. She explained that the Town Board should consider starting that
process now because a local law would have to be adopted to extend the
moratorium which requires mandatory referrals and a public hearing. She
explained that the Town Board and its consultants have been working
diligently toward the ultimate goal of adopting a new land use law but the
process takes time. The Town Board has already hired a professional planner,
undertaken a review of the Comprehensive Plan, and received summaries of
land use approvals granted over the past several years that are being reviewed.
It will take time to complete this process, and then to develop and adopt a new
land use law with the related SEQRA review and public hearings and
referrals. The idea is that the Town Board should not feel rushed through this
process and that is why an extension for an additional six (6) month period
would be a good idea.

A motion was made to introduce the proposed local law entitled “A Local
Law to Extend the Moratorium on the Processing of Applications for, and the
Issuance of any Approvals or Permits for, Certain Non-Residential Land Uses
in the Town of Schoharie” and to schedule a public hearing on the proposed
local law for November 12, 2014 at 7:30 pm. This motion was made by
Richard Sherman and seconded by Alan Tavenner and carried.

A motion was made to adopt Resolution 29-2014 (Resolution Requesting and
Authorizing Town Justice to Apply for Grants to obtain funding for the Town
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Court.) This motion was made by James Schultz and seconded by Alan
Tavenner followed by a roll call vote:

1) James Schultz Yes
2) Eugene Milone Yes
3) Alan Tavenner Yes

4) Richard Sherman Yes
5) Matthew Brisley Excused Motion Passed

A motion was made to authorize Town Supervisor Eugene Milone to sign the
agreement with the Schoharie County Animal Shelter regarding a $100.00 fee
for dogs at the shelter. This motion was made by Alan Tavenner and seconded
by Richard Sherman and carried.

A motion was made to authorize Town Supervisor Eugene Milone to sign the
contract between the Town of Schoharie, Town of Wright and the Scho-
Wright Ambulance Services for the term of one (1) year from the date of
signing by the parties. This motion was made by Alan Tavenner and seconded
by Richard Sherman and carried.

New York Rising will have a meeting at the Town Hall on October 9, 2014 at
10:00 a.m.

Committee for Flood Mitigation will have a meeting at the Town Hall on
October 9, 2014 at 3:00 p.m.

Budget Workshop:

a)

b)

c)

d

Town Supervisor gave a brief update on the tentative budget. $6,000.00 has
been put back into the Youth Commissions and we can leave the Adult
Recreation at $2,000.00.

A motion was made to table the $1,000.00 for the Code Enforcement Officer
for clean ups on abandon properties. Needs more discussion. This motion was
made by Richard Sherman and seconded by James Schultz and carried.

A motion was made to decrease A1010.1 (Town Board Personal Services)
from $11,220.00 to $11,000.00. This motion was made by James Schultz and
seconded by Alan Tavenner and carried.

A motion was made to adopt the 2015 tentative budget as the preliminary
budget as amended. This motion was made by James Schultz and seconded by
Alan Tavenner and carried.

A motion was made to have a Public Hearing on the 2015 Preliminary Budget
as amended on October 22, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. This motion was made by James
Schultz and seconded by Alan Tavenner and carried.

A motion to adjourn the meeting was made at 9:57 p.m. by Richard Sherman and
seconded by Alan Tavenner and carried.

Respectfully Submitted, Pamela Foland, Town Clerk

58



September 9, 2014

Dear Town Board Members, |

Thank you so much for all the hard work you do! It is often a thankless job requiring
many hours of work. But I know you are willing to serve because you love
Schoharie and have a sense of community.

i did not move to Schoharie until 2000 so I was not here when the Comprehensive

Plan was developed. But [ have looked through it on several occasions. At the time
it was developed the citizens of the Town and Village stated clearly their desire to

preserve the rural character of the Town and to protect its scenic beauty. They |
cared about the economic development of commercial business in the Town but ' .
were not very keen on heavy industrial development. And they preferred well - |
planned and orderly development for both homes and commerce. o

I have recently been going around our village and meeting new residents - and
‘there are quite a few! They know nothing about the Comprehensive Plan nor the
LUL, but they already love being a part of a community situated in a beautiful town
where there is safety for their children, a quiet lifestyle that helps to reduce the
stresses of life, and caring and friendly neighbors.

If the newer people coming into our Town and Village are finding peace and comfort

and beauty here, then the people who worked on the 1997 Comprehensive Plan

must have done a pretty good job! Thus, I believe that the Comprehensive Plan stil

has merit and we should rely on it for our Land Use Law until such time that we

have the time and energy and money to deveiop a new Comprehensive Plan. &

Thank you. S
&S
OFFiciy

Sincerely,
“4’&&% tlrs i VED
Dawn Johnson SEp Ig 201

253 Main St,, .
Schoharie, NY 12157 OWN OF gy,




law

Subject: law

From: <emily@midtel.net>

Date: 5/9/2014 9:41 AM

To: <schoharietownclerk@midtel.net>

To Planning Board,

| wish to state my full support of the Revised Land Use law. It is essential that the 1990 efforts of the
Comprehensive Plan for the Village and Town be upheld with the necessary corrections making it

binding and current. ! applaud the efforts and hours expended by those whao are working to protect
Schoharie, %

Emily Henry OFFI®§

1ofl 9/10/2014 3:20 PM
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1ofl

Subject: Public meeting

From: Dusty Putnam <Dusty @famfunds.com>
Date: 9/9/2014 11:40 AM

To: "John Borst (jborst@midtel.net)" <jborst@midtel.net>, "'schoharietownclerk@midtel.net"™
<schoharietownclerk@midtel.net> '

September S, 2014

RECEED
Town of Schoharie
c/o Schoharie Town Clerk SEP 1 0201
Main Street
Schoharie, New York 12157 TOW oF
SCHOHARE

Dear Sirs;

Because of a prior commitment | am unable to attend the September 10, 2014 Public Meeting. Please do
not misconstrue my absence with lack of endorsement for your prolonged and fine efforts to adopt a
revised Land Use Law. :

As a pari of the Schoharie Village Planning Board (VPB), | know how important our Land Use Laws are
and how critically intertwined they are with the Comprehensive Plan many of us worked onin the 1990’s.
For every single project the VPB considers, the Village Land Use Law and the Comprehensive Plan is our
guide for evaluating and determining the correctness and fit of any project with the desires of the vilage
constituency. We now have the opportunity to adopt a new Town Land Use Law that also reflects the way
the village has stated it wants to grow.

| urge you to adopt the new Land Use Law that prohibits mining expansion. | also cormmend your
on-going efforts to protect your community from unwanted mining expansion. Your efforts have been
mighty and you are to be commended for nine years of commitment to your town and village.

Stay strong!

Sincerely,

Dusty Putnam

9/10/2014 3:19 PM




OFFIC iAL RECEIVED

Pam Foland: | ask that you please read Ihis and enter it into the minutes at Q SEP 0§ 2014
Wednesday's Town Councif Meeting. @
&

c TOW OF SCHOHANE
TO THE TOWN COUNCIL.:

After the flood, it took my wife and me a few months to comprehend why anyone in his
right mind would ever remain here. Three years later, we're reminded daily in a variety of
ways why we sfayed.

We bought the only home we've ever owned in Schoharie 36 years ago because of its
beauty. My wife is a professional arlist. The charming little village and landscape
beyond it won her over at first sight. Locals who share an appreciation for those
aesthetics are many. Most of us who have chosen Schoharie as the place we call
“home” have not done so because we wish to exploit it, then move on. Nor are we here

--_because it is a convenient location for.us. ‘Wered rawn-o-its-environmental-plusses.— - ... ..

When those were threatened nearly a decade ago by Cobleskill Stone’s callous wish to
expand its already inappropriately invasive operation even deeper along the ridge of our
village, Schoharie residents responded in unprecedented numbers to say a resounding
“po” to that initiative. In a comment that would signal his strategy to have his way with
the further extraction of our landscape, CSP owner Emil Galasso told me personally: “I
can afford this [court battle]l. The Town cannot.” It has all along been his iniention to
bankrupt our town to get his way.

To the Town Council’s credit, that has not happened. They -- and the community that
elected them -- have stood strong for principle. lt is critical that they have done so. Our
county is currently beset by any number of large outside corporations that believe that
their right to profit trumps any community's rights of self-governance. They view
‘democracy and consensus-reached zoning laws as “mob rule” (their words, not mine).

- Sometimes people have no other choice but to defend themselves. Schoharie’s fight
to protect its community from further quarry expansion isn’t one any of us would wish for,
but it is a battle we must fight.

Town resources have been stretched predictably thin in this effort. Cobleskill Stone
likely thought the flood would spell the collapse of Schoharie's effective opposition to its
will. Itdidn’t. We believe that good governance does the right thing in the face of hard
pressure to do otherwise. We’ve come too far over too long a time, to surrender respect
for our laws 1o those with no regard for them or cur community’s welfare. | salute the
Town Council for understanding that, and will do whatever we and our neighbors can do
to help ease any flack that falls its way for doing the right thing and continuing the fight.

It is precisely the Town Council’s backbone that reminds us dally why it was possible
to rebuild and recapture what we love about living where we do, because there are
people in our local government who are working ta look out for our beloved town, and
who will never sell out. Thank you, with all our hearts, for that.

o Sl

om: Stk & ElizabelftApgar-St
246 Main Street, Schoharie
September 8, 2014




Land Use Law Public Meeting

Subject: Land Use Law Public Meeting

From: "Anne Hendrix" <ahendrix@nycap.rr.com>
Date: 9/9/2014 4:08 PM

To: <schoharietownclerk@midtel.net>

Dear Pam,

[ am unable to attend the meeting tomorrow night for more than a couple of minutes — so am
submitting my opinion via email to be shared with the Supervisor and Town Council.

OFFICIAL @

Thank ybu,
S
nne RECENVED
SEP 09 2014
TOWNOF scHOHARE

RE: Land Use Law Public Meeting

| was part of the development of the 2005 Land Use Law work group and still feel it was well
thought out and necessary. We were a diverse group and all had the future of Schoharie
foremost in our minds. While not against development of Schoharie we kept in mind our
residents, our history and our future.

| have two other commitments (DAR and Schoharie Central Open House} Wednesday night,
but will try to make a quick appearance showing my unwavering support against mine
expansion. | attended all the meetings when the expansion was proposed, indeed Les and |
were 2 of 5 folks to visited the Cobleskill Mine and listen to all the explanations — they just did
not add up to us, and still don’t to me, '

| am unable to find Lester’s notes RE: Expansion but | remember he was particularly concerned
about what blasting would to the Court House, Palatine House

(both listed historic sites) as well as the Lutheran Cemetery and Lasell Park .

1nf? 9/12/2014 2:28 PM
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Thank you.

Anne W. Hendrix

2of2

9/12/2014 2:28 PM



Land Use Law

Subject: Land Use Law

From: Linda Godoy <lindagodoy@me.com>
Date: 9/10/2014 10:06 PM '

To: schoharietownclerk@midtel. net

To Whom It May Concern:

Because of work constraints, I was unable to get home on time to attend the meeting
tonight. As a resident of Schoharie, I wish to go on record as being in support of-
the Town Board's efforts in regard to revising the Land Use Law. Now, more than
ever, the town needs the support of the board in this matter. Following the
devastation of hurricaine Irene, we need to closely examine the outdated laws
governing mining cor any other practice that offers negative environmental impact
resulting in further devastation of the town.

Thank you for considering my concerns.
Sincerely,

Linda Godoy
239 Main Street

Schoharie, NY 12157 @Q
(PO Box 27) OFF’CIA

10f1 9/12/2014 2:51 PM
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Schoharie Village LTCR Strategy Faat Suweglvggﬂkeg

1. Please rate the importance of the following needs in Schoharie

Very Important  SomewRat o important  No Opini Rating
ry‘t po o Important P pinion Count

Housing rehabilitation B7.3% (69) 12.7% (10) 0.0% (0) 0.0% {0) 79
Business development 91.4% (74) 8.6% (1) - 0.0% (0) 0.0% (0) 81
Assthatic improvements on Main

0, 0
oot | 532% 42) 43.0% (34) 2.5% (2) 1.3% (1) 79

Additional funding opportunilies 75.9% (60) 17.7% (14) 1.3% (1) 5.1% (4) 79

Additional community evenis 42.3% (33} 43.7% (38} 7.7% (B} 1.3% (1) 78

Mora coordinaiion among groups

y . 26% (2 3.8% (3 7
working in tha Vilage ~ S>C e 4%0) . 26% ) 4 (3) 8

Devalopmant of more positive

9 : 30.8% (24} 3.8% {3 26% (2
altitudes abeut aur future 62.8% (49) i ( ( }.: % () 78

Support the efforts of existing
community organizations (e.g.,
SALT, Schoharie Recovery, Halp
Us Grow Schoharie, etc.)

86.1% {(68) 12.7% {10} 0.0% (0) 1.3% {1) 79

iher (please spscify)

12

answered question

skipped question 1]
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2. How important are the following for attracting new businesses to the Village?

Staff ar programs to assist tocal
businesses wiil planning, lraining,

funding

Marketing to entreprensurs o bring

more business to the Village

Main Street building fagade and

sfreet improvements

Sireet and sidewalk improvements
te extend lights, flowers, sidewalks,
etc. ta the post office area

Incentives to attract businesses

Very Important

45.5% (30}

75.0% (51)

52.9% (36)

34.3% (24)

Somewhat
Important

48.5% {32)

22.1% (15)

45.8% (31)

43.6% (34)

Not Important

3.0% (2)

2.9% (2)

1.5% (1)

17.1% (12)

such as with low rents, tax breaks, ﬁ?.2%if45) . 23.9% (16) 9.0% {8)
© ete. ;

Attract more residents to the Yillage

Pragrams to encourage residents to

supporl local businesses

Additional parking for Main Street

73.5% (50)

56.7% (38)

35.8% (24}

A AT T e e s R

Coordination among existing

businasses

Rehabilitation and mainienance of
vacant properties :

Developing a markeling and
branding strategqy for the Village

46.3% (31)

1.2% (56)

20.8% (14)

38.8% (26)

43.3% (29}

44.8% (30)

17.4% (12)

50.7% (34)

37.3% (25)

5.9% (4)
4.5% (3)

20.9% (14)

No Opinien
3.0% {2}

0.0% (0)

0.0% {0)
0.0% (0}
0.0% (0)
0.0% (0)

0.0% (0)

0.0% (0)

Rating
Count

66

68

<]

Th

a7

68

o7

67

"2afl 38

6.0% (4) 3.0% (2) 67
1.4% (1) 0.0% (0) 69
90/:. V(a) 3.0% (2) 67
O‘her[please specif ) &
answeréd question 70
dauesion




3. What types of businesses are needed in Schoharle? Please rate the folfowing:

Grocery store

Laundromat

Restaurant

Cafe/coffee shop

Professional services

Anligues, giit, and consignment
shops

Lodging

Recreation oriented businesses

Light industry

Very Important

85.1% {63)

42,3% (30)

31.4% (22

Somewhat
Important

14.8% (11}

37.5% {27)

Mot Important

0.0% (0}

9.7% (7}

46.5% (33)
48.6% (34)

§8.0% (40)

9.9% (7)

17.1% (123

11.6% {8}

29.0% (20)
30.0% (21)
29.6% (21)

36.1% (26)

52.2% {36)

42.9% (30)

57.7% (41)

45.8% (33)

30f39

17.4% (12)

20.0% (14)

12.5% (9)

Other (please specify)

answered question

No Qpinien

0.0% {0)

1.4% (1)
1.4% (1)

258% (2)

7.1% (5)

2.5% (2)

5.6% (4}

skipped question

Rating
Count

70
ag

69
70,
71
7
13

74




4, How do you rate the current appearance of Main Street?

Excellent

Good

Fair

Poor

No Cpinion

4 of 38

Response
Percent

47.9%

42.5%

2.6%

0.0%

answered question

skipped question

0.0%

Response
Count

35

kY

73




5. What things could Improve the appearance of Main Street? |

Respense  Response

Percent Count
Different banners from the light
22.9% 16
poles
More flowers and trees 514% 36 i
Benches 51.4% 36
Signage for businesses that have
snag ) 40.0% 28
common themes or designs
improved parking 44.3% a1

Under-grounding of overhead wires Ll s 35.7% 25

Extending Main Streat
improvements like period

lighting, banners, and flOWers b sl i) 58.6% i1
north to the Blue Star/Grandpa
Georges/ Post Office area

Oiher {please specify)

22
answered guestion 70

skipped question 11

50830




6. How wouid you rate the quality of recreationat opportunities In the Village?

Excalfient

Gt

Eair

ooy

No Opinten fagd

6 of 38

Response
Percent

G.0%

B.2%

46.68%

41.1%
4.1%

answered guestion

skipped question

Response
GCeount

34

30

73




7. How important is it to maintain or create the following park and recreation opportunities?

5 hat i
Very Important omewha Not Important Mo Opinion Rating
Important Count
Improving existing parks 48.7% (32) 48.6% (34} 2.9% (2) 2.9% {2) 70
Adding a ‘walking trail' with benches
and signage indicating distances 50.0% {36) 40.3% (29) 9.7% (7} 0.0% (O} 72
walked
Additional places for playground, . X
2% 391% (27 7.2% (5 4%
pichic, baskatball and tennis 32.2% (36) & {27) ) b () 4% (1) 69
Access to the Schoharie Creek 57.1% (40} 31.4% (22) 10.0% (7) 1.4% (1} 70
Trails that link the Village {o the
.29 30.4% {21 5.8% (11 4%
Schoharie Craek 5§2.2% {36) 30.4% {21) 15.9% (11) 1.4% {1) 69
Bike path along the Schoharie o ; ,
. 0% (21 12.9% 49
Cresk 55.7% {30) 30.0% (21} 2.9% {9) 1.4% (1) 70
Small pocket parks where FEMA
9%, 42.3% (30 7.09 B% {
buyaut lands exist 47.9% (34) (30) % (5) 28% {2) 7
Cther {please spacify} 16
answered question 73
skipped question a

7of 39




8. Please answer the folllowing about parking on, or for Main Street:

Pariding meters and/or time
restrictions should be used to
increass tumover along Main Street

[mprovements (e.g., resurfacing,
landscaping, and lighting} fo the lot
behind the buildings on the west

side of Main Streat are necessary

The loceiion of parking areas
should be identifiad with common
signage

9. How would you rate the quality of sidewalks in the Village?

Excellent

Strongly

18.3% (13)

Agree

11.3% (8)

38.0% (27)

38.6% {27}

No
Agree Opinion
22.59% (16) 21.1% {15)
2.8% (2) 18.3% (13)

38.0% (27)  15.5% (11)

47.1% {33} 11.4% (B}

Good s

Fair

35.2% (25)

. Strongly

D
Isagree Msagree
2.8% {2}

49.3% (35)  18.3% (13)

7.0% {5) 1.4% (1)

2.8% {2) 0.0% (0

answered guestion

skipped question

Response
Percent

2.8%

51.4%

o Opinlon

Bof38

4.2%

1.4%

answared question

skipped gquestion

40.3%

Rating
Count

71
71

71

70

72

Response

Count

2

37

20

72




10. If you know of any specific places where sidewalk improvements are need, please
describe them here:

Response
Count
20
answered question 20

skipped question 61

11. Have you made any modifications to your home in order to avoid future flood damages?

Response Response

Percent Count
No i e e e j 67.2%, 43
Yes (please speci
(plea pecify) 32.8% 21
answered question 64
skipped gquestion 17

S of 3@




12. How important are the following ways to mitigate the impact of any future flood events

in the Village of Schoharie?

10 of 39

o h
Very lmportant Somewhat Not Impertant
Important
Participating in FEMA programs to
lower fload insurance premiums 73.8% (51) 17.4% (12) 4.3% (3)
Village-wids
Creating a centralized community
storehouse of commonly-neaded 23.2% (16) 55.1% (38) 18.8% (13)
ftems
Helping provide assistance for
individuals with special peads 72.5% [(50) 26,1% (18) 1.4% (1}
during emergencies
Developing a local flood mitigation
study to understand the specific 62.9% 28.6% (20) 1% (5
nature of flooding in lhe Village and 8% (44) e A% ()
tailor mitigalion strategies
Agsisting homeowners with retrofits % (34 35.8% (24) 7 5% (5
lo reduce fiood impact 07 7 (34) 8% 5% (8
Elevating structures in flood-prone
46.2% (30} 36.9% (24) 10.8% (7}
areas
Elevating utilities in flood-prone )
84.7% (44) 26.5% [18) 4.4% {3)
areas
Strengthening and/or expanding the
gthening panding 25.4% (17) 37.3% (25) 23.9% (16)
buyout program
Relocating out of the floodplain 24.2% (16) 33.3% (22) 22.7% (15)
Acquiring vulnerable properties to
25.0% (17 by 25.0%
be maintained as open space 2 (17) 41.2% (28) % (17)
Modifying land use codes to limit
future development in the 39.7% (27) 32.4% {22) 189.1% {13)
fioodplain
Increasing education and outreach
efforts regarding flood hazards, 49.9% (34 44.9% (31) 1.4% (1
flood hazard mitigation, and flood A% (34) e A% (1)
Insurance
Reducing impervious surfaces 31.3% (20} 37.5% (24} 10.9% (7)

No Opinion

4.3% (3)

2.9% (2)

0.0% (0

1.4% (1)

B.0% {4)
8.2% {4)
4.4% (3)

13.4% (9)
19.7% (13)

8.8% (6)

8.8% (6)

4.3% (3)

20.3% (13)

Rating
Count

69

69

69

70

g7

85

68

B7

66

86

1

59




Urder-grounding ulilities 23.1% (15) 46.2% (30} 18.5% (12) 12.3% (B} 65

Qther {please specify) 1

answered guestion T1

' sklpped guestion 10

13. Describe what you hope and desire the future of the Village of Schoharie will be like:
“You can use three words, three phrases, or complste sentences; whatever method is
easiest for you. Our goal is to combine the responses to this guestion into an overall Vision
Statement for the Village. ‘ '

Response
Count

52

answered question 52

skipped question 29

Response Response
Percent Count

Yes 76.4% 55

23.8% 17

rarin T T U L L T B e e L L RS e pn g S

answered guestion 72

sklpped gquestilon 9
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Response Response

Percent Count
L e oL e i B oA ] 55.6% 4D

44.4% 32

answered question 72

gkipped question 9

18. How long have you have been a resident of the Village?

Less than 1 year

110 5 years

6 o 10 y=ars
11 t0 20 years

21 or more years

Response Response

Percent Counf
. e e e e e 6:?% B )
100% 6

18.3% ik

et i 50.0% 30
answered question 60
skipped questicn 1

17. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Yeur input is extremely important
to the Long Term Community Recovery Strategy. Onge you click the “Done” or "Submit®
button, your survey response will be submitted. However, if you have additional comments,

please list them here.

Response
Count
23
answered guestion 23
| skspped question 58

12 of 38
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Papge 2, Q1. Please rate the imporiance of the following needs in Scheharie

1

A

10

11

12

SPA is a wonderiul asset to Schoharie and it provides great enteriainment and Jul 3, 2013 5:36 PM

brings in a great deal of revenue via part:mpants and spectators
.support local businessas S Jul3 2013509 PM
”dernoheh or rehab;lutate neglected ar vacanl properties. establish a community Jun 24 2013 9 19 PM )
center.
Hietdrieal areae need te be eromoted, development of outdoor rec activities, ie | Jun 21, 2015 T:1f AM

bike paths, cross country trails: interests for younger adults, improvemeant of
schoel in all reiated educahonai areas as well as F’R for it as well as wllage

Flood mttlgatmn p[ans and protectron egamsl future cetestrophlc events caused Jun 16, 2013 9:52 PM

by drawing down water from the reservoir. Replacement or remaval of old

earthen Gl!boa darn ltisa dlsasterjust waltmg o happen

Houemg, espeolaiiy housmg eupported through public fundmg, should fecue o Jun 14, 2013 9:45 AM

bringing new, young families into the community. Young families that can
energize our school district and provide volunteers for needed services such as
fire and ambulance.

Frustrating to see homes that were purchased for very litle money from oulside Jun 14, 2013 9:22 AM
investors are just sitting undane OR being rented by sloppy pecple. COur village

life is changing to rentals instead of homa ownership and that in itself has

problems. Plus the curbside appeal is being lost; and instead junk vards are

being tolerated. Il would be nice to see some monetary reliel to those who

vested in the village right away and did not get assistance. Giving to those who

are daing it right...positive relief instead of giving to those who just are looking for

a good investment with cheap fix-ups and turn into rentats. | know it is important

to get these homes back up and running but it has to be done right or we will

lose the valuable n9|ghh0rs whao have de‘r"ned this w[lage for the past 50 years

amusement parks but famity orlented restiul; hlghty educationat places where
familias Iove to come back to each year. Maybe farms fcr femlhes to come > and

Wthh fed to their dac As*you can see in other counlies it costs 6o mut:h to
go hack and restore a fallen community. Lets {ake prids in our Town and build it

to be more plentlful of good tlmes and sweel smells'

A Grecery Store is wtal to any v:able Lﬂmmunlly ' Jun 13 2013 10 54 PM
Mew housmg opportunltles out5|de ﬂood platn W[ Fi centric downtown Jun 6 2013 1 52 F’I‘v‘
ln addltton to business development (assumtng future bue-ness) | w::uld say Jun 5, 2013 11:09 AM

business support (for existing business owners). There are good ways ko run a

business, and not so good ways. | wonder if our current business owners fruly

understand this. Maybe, if offered, they'd be interested in lzarning more through

aﬂer—hours lramlng cpportunstlee

Takmg care of the vacant and detenorallng hurnes in the Vlilaqe is extreme]y Jun 3, 213 10:41 PM
important. As well as filling the vacant stare fronts.

Hlood

14 of 32

Jun 14, 2013 7:22 AM




Page 3, Q2. How important are the following for attracting new businesses to the Vitlage?

2 1 Do something with the old Great American building and parking lot. Gives a Jul 3, 2013 5:37 PM

seedy and run down impression enter‘mg Schoharie from the south end
& Taxes generally are one of the blgg(—\st busmesq issues among others Jul 3, 2013 5:11 PM
g aII pubhc avents need to be heawly advertlsed and grand pdeuctlon i5 needed Jun 24, 2013 9:35 PM

{o attract oul of town traffic,

&4 The end of downtown Maln Street of Sr‘hohane was long before the flood —it dun 24, 2013 7:14 PM
occurred when the Past Office moved... bring those pecple that visit the post
office each day to dewntown Main Sireet...mighi have a chance...perhaps it
would be a start

5. Tax breaks should be given to homeowners who came back at greal expense to Jun 16, 2013 10:01 PM
themselves and their famities and NOT just to those taking advaniage of others'
misfortunes to make a proflt

& Remember to keep it clean and free from drug dealers and those that have no Jun 14, 2013 7:26 AM
respect fot our town!

ouhque buslnesses downtown fac:tory outlet busmess out.at Busmass park

Jun 8, 2013 2:00 PM

Markﬂtlng and brandnng strategy is already coverad by S0 Many groups (HUGS Jun 3, 2613 10:52 PM
Schaoharie Valley Association, County Tourism, Schoharie Preme) therefor no

mare development is needed in this area. Supporfing the new business owners

that do not have business experience in the form of education and training is

vitally important. 1 don't feel that extending the Main St.sidewalks, ete. would

make any positive differenca. Need to utilize the space already available hefore

over extendlng

15 of 39
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Page 3, Q3. What types of businesses are needed in Schoharie? Please rats the following:

1 Any busmess mnstly lt is 8 mdlter Df bemg suppcrled Jul 3, 2013 511 PM
2 Jul 2 2013 3:05 PM
g u,::estabksh apo nat launc NG UsE: ‘ftxhe creek Jun 24, 2013 9:35 PM
“promote the creek as ‘a recreation expenence ‘world dags fishing élc. to bring

out of town sportsmen and outdoor enthusiasts. sporting gocds store, needs &

canece out front. capitalize on hiking atd trails of the area, parks. Establish an

arts scene.. contemporary art galleries and antique dealers.. promote

conkternparary shopping and chic boutiques shopping for young hipsters as well,

clothmg \nntage records store stc.. wme ar beer taslmg venue (s)
4 gym, youth foc:used actmty, music related venues, outdoorsmen stores Jun 24 2013 B [}3 PM
5 Goes WIthout saylng any busmess brought in and that can surviva is a plus .Jun 24 2013 ? 14 PM
3 Grocery store an-d Laundromat are essentlal to ensure the proposed senior Jun 14, 201 3 9;47 PM

housmg is successful
7 ;uty Df ih!s \ralley Jun 14, 2013 9:30 AM

nahonal known Schcharle Creek and slart using it for outdoor enthusiasts.

Having packages for fly fishing, canoeing, kayaking, biking, hiking...should all be

packaged together with lodgmg Lransportatlon and farm fresh foods!iI
8 Educatlonal museum Jun ‘14 20‘13 7‘ 26 AM
9 A youth center would be ideal forthe communlty Jun 13 2013 5 09 PM
10 Tech upstart :ncubator busmeses Jun 6 2013 2: DD PM
11 clothmg store real hardware store resl pharmacy Jun 6 2013 5 49 AM

12 My famrly doesn t eat out much s0 whlle | value more food -type shops to come Jun 5 2013 11 16 AM
into the Village to help with the tax-bass, | can't guarantea that [ would support
them much. Has anyone tocked into marketing the Great American lot to the
Tops food market chain? There was an interesting article recently about this
chain in either the Times Unian or the Gazsfte.

un 3, 2013 10:52 P
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Page 3, Q5. What things could improve the appearance of Main Street?

1 Tnm on bu1ld|nga palnled

2 Uae the Amancan Legron vacant space It is |deal for more parklng

3 Stora fronts w1th actwe busmesses

4 Upgrada ;he look of ’rhe major bulldmga like the Parrott House {needs palnt and
flx the parch] tha old Throop store etc

8 general clean up and updatlng sldewalks need to be c!ean of ieavas and dabns
at all times, no chipping paint or dingy unkempt store fronts. no emply store
frants

& Lets start w:th gattlng buamesses in. The appearanca can follow

7
o8
‘.asi, Adding: 4 wnylsaciad rectangy i) B,
“tting with:the: m!E‘-zrwall plar: Wa naﬁd ik ﬁ?&nti; 4o

5] Absolutely do somethmg W|th aH the w:res.v'polaa ather stuff going along Maln

Street of QVer, Underground would be great

9 New Hardware store and Hrve BIG PLUS
10 Clean up and reopen busmaasea

1M A ciean well preserved cornmumty with angagmg store fronts

12 Dlverllng truck traﬁ' ic off Maln St

13 Removal of abandoned buuldlngs such as the one next t-:u the pharmacy
Perhaps ihat's already in the warks?

14 | don't thlnk it's the app
is no reasaon . ; ravelers are going through
here...we ne m to stop. Again, packages for outdoor adventures,
antigues, historical. We got it covered.. just need to package things together and
then promote it to tour companies. Buses used to stop here and eat at the
Parrot Houae 20 some years ago. ‘The Parrot House should be a Red Li

FEgoH:

Be
1§ Have outdoar seating at rasiaurants in town
16 Some bunldmga on Maln St could use a facellft
17 Encouraglng busmess ownars to sweep and clean 3|dewalk areas in front afh‘ue;r

stores (and maybe their nsighbors’ too) and otherwise 1ake a little pride in their
appearance. Limited outside seating. Wash the windows.

19 0f 39

lt's what is belng offered There

Jul 3, 2013 5‘41 PM

Jul 3, 2013 5 37 PM

Jul 3 2{]13 5 22 PM

Jun 26 2013 9 DS AM

Jun 24, 2013 §.35 PM

Jun 24, 2013 7 14 PM

Jun 24, 2(}13 ‘i‘l 29 AM

Jun 21, 2013 7:21 AM

..lun 1? 2013 1 46 PIVI

Jun 16 2013 10 01 F’M

Jun 14 2013 Q 47 PM

Jun 14 2013 11 .'26 AM

Jun 14 2013 & 40 AM

Jun ‘14 2(]13 9 30 AM

Jun 14, 2013 411 AM

Jun 13, 2013 5:09 PM

Jun 12, 2013 4:35 PM



Page 3, Q5. What things could Improve the appearance of Main Street?

18

19

20

21

22

Just keep lt c!ean clean up the outSIde of vacant stores, keep 51dewalks c[ear

The ehmmaﬂun cf dlrty s:lt sand saltmg of ruads in wanter and the rsqunrement of
truck washlng frorrl the extractlon husinesses.

Extend Maln Sh'eet South as well to Bndge Streat... {include the Apgar Smith

gallery and Library and church) couple with new sidewalk projects to sncourage
more foot traffic throulhout wtlage

Jun 12, 2013 8:22 AM

Jun 6, 2013 2:00 PM

Jun 6, 2013 6:56 AM

I thml-: Maln is looking good these days Even hawng the vac:ant siarefront

wmdows clean is an improvement and motwator for me to blke downtown

Bem:hes would encourage loitering and mgareﬂe smoklng whlch would therefora

create an unwalcoming appearance. What is necessary is to enforce the zoning
laws for signs (currently many businasses not following) and creating a unified
ook, Agaln, extending Main St. is not gaing 1o be productive at this time as we
need to fix the issues on the current Main St. first. To improve the appearance
of Main St.the focus needs ta be on the vacant buildings, the shops bearded up
and the Parrot House which is a gigantic building in ruin. There are too many
people loilering the ouisu:(e of tha Parrot chse and it Iocks real]y unlnwtmg

20 of 39
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Page 4, Q7. How important is it to maintain or create the following park and recreation oppeortunities?

5

Upgrade Fox Creek - many families use this all summer. Needs a pavilion and
some landscaping. Maybe a hiking trail could be added beginning or ending at
fox creek.

Swimming h-:ule at Fox Creek Park

W

10

11

12

14

15

16

capltallze on the c:'eek

Not sure what pockel parks are

Slgnage of mlleage for walkers/blkers along tra|l and not necessary for along

creek since that ﬂeods ona regu|ar bas:s

Tear down ebondnnd buuldmgs where they hava been e.oid :md }eft by new
owners to rot, thase places have bats and racoons and other rodents as well as

plants growmg out cf them

Why nat take advantage uf hxstancdl IaJ dmarks and creale a waleq tour w:th
these in m:nd”-’

Hopefully the former ﬁrehouse property wnll hecaome a green space

B!ke!hnke trail near the creek would be great Access for kayaksfcanoes to the
creek is greaﬂy needed.

[ tth a bike path is defnlte!y needed

Be careful not fo enhce teens lo areas where druge drmkmg and crsrmnal act:wty

can be an easy pasl tlmei

A b|ke walkmg trall would be a g"eat tmprmfement and wouln brlng more people
to the village. There are also a great number of amateur and professional cyclist
that ride in Schoharig County so marketing different cycling routes or to
prefessmnal organmatnons to encourage bnnglng cyclmg events to county

playgraund at the [|ttle Ieague fi eld would be great

If we are drearmng an mdoer pcol at the ngh School

mlght be interesting.

Before creatmg small pockel parks I'd Iook at how oflen Lasell and Fox parks

get usedfreserved. Will small packet parks not be used and just cast more to
maintain. Myabe these existing parks need ta be batter marketed? Fox Creek
pavillion should go back up. | personally like grabbing a pizza or subs and going
o the DAR lawn for dinner with the family. Having marked’maintained bike trails

A bike path along the creek would be outstanding and | thlnk a big draw. Thrs
would also create creek access. Small pocket parks whers FEMA buyout lands
exist would be equally important.

22 of 39

Jul 3, 2013 5:39 PM

Jul 2 2013 3 07 F’M

Jun 24 2013 9 39 PM

Jun 24 2013 T 'iB Pit

JLm 21 2013 7 24 AM

Jun 17, 2013 1:49 PMm

Jun 18, 2013 10:05 PM

Jun 16 2013348PM

Jun 14 20‘13951 PM

Jun 14, 2013 9:42 AM

Jun 14, 2013 7:29 AN

Jun 14, 2013 4:18 AM

Jun '13 2013 4 54 F’M

.Jun 6, 2013 2:02 PM

Jun 5 2013 11 21 AM

Jun 3, 2613 10:56 PM
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Page 4, Q10. If you know of any specific places where sidewalk improvements are head, please describe them

here:

Uutslepe (dralnage angle) is too steep

10

11

west af Guerneeys south of brldge street in front of mabil,

No

Iow spot 4‘19 Maln St freezes in wmter

Bndge St from Guernseys nursery to Schoharle Creek Brldge srdewe!k an

Main St. oppoesite school is exposed (scary to walk beside truck traffic) and its

Bndge Street nursery west

Bndge Street

S|dewalke need to be clean af debne at alt ttmes especralty weekends or dunng

an event

] fmd the slope of the srdewalk and the fact that it varies, makes walking "tru:ky "
espacially in wet or icy weather. | realize drainage it a factor, but it makes
walking along the business district difficult, especially for those with mobility
issues.

in front ef the school on npposﬂe 31de unaven and t!lted

A traff ic Ilght hy post eft’ e - eould be a yeltow oautlon hght

FREE parklng hut Trrrte restrictions on park[ng (2 hour oerkmg or even 3 hour)

Brldge street .. S]dewa!ks should aiso be extended up to post offce area

Bndge Slreet H| qerl Pkwy, Spnng St

To stretch the whole Iength of Brldge Sireet to orchard street. |t ends and gets
rough after guarmnsey Nursery

I hke the idea of extending the sndewalk from the post offics to the ice

cream.’dlnner

North Mam Street to Fort Road

extentlons up nerth main and bndge Streets

More of lt needed d0wn Falr Orchard and up and down Bndge {to the Creek

and up to Main)! Large cracks and gaps on Grand Street, abrupt ending cn Fair
Strest and Bndge

Grand street bndge street main street startmg at NBT bank going toward brldge

street

Re parkmg tve never had ar issue parkmg an Main St
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Jun 17, 2013 1:49 PM
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Jun 6, 2013 2: 02 PM

Jun 6 20‘]3 6 59 F\M
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Page 5, @11. Have you made any medifications to your home in order to avoid future flood damages?

10
11

12

Before our tnsrde renovatrens were done we were abie to see in one carner

15

16

7

18

19

20

poured basement wall

electnc service moved to frrst ﬂoor

Empty basement

Reiocated water heater and eleotno sarvice panel from basement to ground floor

Butit g berm and dralnage drtoh

moved Iaundry and electncal box out of basement to first floar. Put borler and

Hot water heater up on blocks as high as we could. Instalied water powerad
back up sump pump system. We wantad to elevate, but were denied grant
fundlng

reburtt

Ralaad lhe Ievel thhe ﬂrsl ﬂoor tD 2 ft above the 100 yr mark

We sold our home and rnoved }ust outsrde the wl]age

Nothlng ini the basement heat source and water heater on ﬂrst ﬂoor

Not aﬁ'eoted by flooding, except in basement and we have penmeter dratns and

a sump that drains by gravrty
Herghtened foaters of toundatton Inoreaeed pulps in basement

Put in underground eleotnoal wire, closed cetl foam |nsulatron Iastlt. tim
throughout first floor, PVC decking for parches, moved water heaters to first
floor, heating appliances {gas stoves) are now on first floor, soap stone oounter
tops Ieawng basement mostly empty

where the Lassll Park springs were hilting the eastern-most corner of our house,
so we had drainage pipe installed along both the southem and eastem sides of
the house to carry that Water away from the toundatlon

Poured wa!l no basement door ngher !and around foundatron

Personally notin ﬂood ZONE but prepared property to take water away from

home with more drainage. Convincad after many higher places flooded that no
one can ever be exempt | also took advantage if a one time anly flood insurance
for those not in flood zonss.

Installed dram around basement

buned dramage pipe w!stonea around house; updated aump pump

created a ditch and hill to redlrect ﬂow ot Jumped creek. Houseis 500 year - nct
100 year

ralsed utilifies to mld way up fi Frst ﬂoor
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Page 5, Q11. Have you made any modifications to your home in order to aveid future flood damages?

21 Converted heating systerm and moved to the first floor, electrical panel was also - Jun 6, 2013 7:03 AM
moved ta the first floor.
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Page 5, Q12. How impartant are the following ways to mitigate the impast of any future flood events in the Village
of Schoharie?

10

11 More buyouts= more vacant non taxed space. We need to heip eachother and

2

13

14

clear or dredge culverts, dltchee brooke that drain to Sehoharle Creek
Anythlng that you can do to aesrst homeownere Ieseen future ﬂood damage to
their homes the helter. | would say education with regards to FEMA flood
insurance and assistance with paying far the insurance will get you the most
benef t far the dollars spent.

All are mportant Everythlng f nenc:lally feesnble should ba senously eonsrdered

We ehould not try to move out o‘l the fiood pleln since lhet is where a large part
of the village is. Instead, can we nat develop codes as to how to build there if
desned e, g s’rl]ts llke in the Sou‘rh ar raised esarth etc.

The frre department elren:r alarm is excesewely Ioud and S8EMS UNNecessary in
the age of cell phone communication. if the fire department has been relocated
50 ehou.d the siren.

fix the creek 50 rt can handle the weler taller sides and better drainage or make
it deeper... this should not be an issue that we aliow to happen again. it shauld
be prevented not make changes so it can happen and we can deal wiih it
better... that is crezy fix the creek.

Expla:n more details - retrof ts? Relocellng what out of the flood paln? Don't

think you are geing to have much impact on reducing impervious surfaces unless
you are God

Take caie of the root problem the reservoir and old earthen dem Stop
saonfuolng downetream communities for NYC water supply

| believe a local rood etudy has been done and is f‘ led WII‘.h the Coun’ty

Buald an cducatlonal burldmg where people can understand flaods and what they

can do.

facus on educating people with what assistance s still available and what they
should be domg to protect their property

They did bmld end have hed good SUCCEesSs wrlh slretlgle leveys in the western
part of the stale Corning, Addison and others at leasl a study of drainage paliern
and weether a Ievy cauld be modeled from say the rocke fo the oarrot barn
Floodlng in our area should be (and can be expected) Informlng res:dents of
this {current and future) about ways 1o mitigate floed damage could be better.
Perhaps offering community workshops? Relying on residents to research on
their own might noi be effective. It's a passiave approach as opposed o active

epproeoh

Communlty siorehouse is not a good ldea Just another thmg to be funded lhat
isn't necessary. Spending money to understand floading 1 thinl is ridiculous as
well because each event it different. Elevating structures, slevating or
undergrounding utilities just seems to be a axira large waste of money. And
relocating or modlfylng land use codes will not help the town rebuild at all, The

Hofag
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Jun 12, 2013 8:25 AM
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Fage 5, Q12. How imporiant are the following ways to mitigate the impact of any future flood events in the Village
of Schoharie?

bast thing is for home owners fo becoms educated. As well, a strong buyaut
program would reduce the possibilities of what has happened afier irene with
regards to vacant and dscrepit buiidings in the Village.
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Page 6, Q13. Describe what you hepe and desire the future of the Village of Schoharie will be Kike:

You can use three words, three phrases, or complete sentences; whatever mathed Is easlest for you.
Our goal is to combine the responses to this question info an overall Vision Statement for the Village.

1 restore and keep the village beautiful; some people have loo much junk in their Jul 4, 2013 9:23 AM

yards (not flood related)
2 7 Ta be back the way it was, With lmprovernents to ‘the propertres - Jul 3, 2013 5:43 PM 7 !
3 e‘rtractwe vital, growmg, Jul 3, 2013 5:27 PM
.#éi; - We need more busmesses and the remdenees need to reallze that we must | JL'1|.3, 201 3524 PM

support thern.
E‘i | Better preparee .le”d.eal and Iimi.t ﬂood clarlnalge, supeoﬁ-eneeufage local . Jul 3,2013 5:14 PM

husiness
& | Edueation should come :.‘ir.s{..Fl.oet.:l inee].'ance. assietence. | Everyone in V‘Ehre V V Jul2 2013 11:50 AM

village should have coverage for a 500 year flood event, Then flocd mitigation
of existing flood prene properties in the 100 year fiood plain far @ 500 year flood
event. Houses that have been floaded 4 or more times should be bought out and
demolished, Elevate the rest. very strict building codes for future construction,
Must be above 500 year flood plain minimum!!

Jun 26, 2013 5:55 PM

ry.
10 [ncrease business cpportunities ta bring people to Main 5S¢, 1.e., restaurants, Jun 26, 2013 11.09 AM
cafes, hardware, soda fountain, and grocery. Aid the Parrct Hause to once

again be a viable hotel and fine restaurant venue. How do we bring back the
vntahty of the 1950‘5 and 1960's?

11 move into the 21 st century remembermg lhe hlstory of th:s wllage and WOrklng o Jun 25, 2013 546 PM
make it & safe and geod place ta raise the naxt generetmns

12 a wl[age of homes sheps a grocery store mamtalmng the country feel without Jun 25, 2013 ©:02 AM
’ebtnctlng businesses [rom movmg in.

13 2 sense of cem‘adence te an end in lhe QcCUImenca of floodlng Jun 24, 2013 950 PM

14 | grew up in ihe Vlllage of Schoharle and relocated here af‘ter a 17 year absence Jun 24, 2613 B:54 PM
with my husband and children. The Village of Schoharie was a dving community :
prior ta the flood...the flood just expedited the pracess... Of course my hope is for
the Villags to survive...However, there is no reason for it to survive...Identify a
reason and thera Just mlght be hope

15 A plece where people want to gather and enjoy the leeai altraciions such as Jun 24, 2013 8:09 PM
resaturants, musics, shopping. A place where out door activity is celebrated,
hiking, kayaking, snow shoeing, skiing etc. A place where young people have
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Page 6, @13. Describe what you hope and desire the future of the Village of Schoharie will be like:

You can use three words, three phrases, ar complete sentences; whatever method is easiest for you.
Our goal is ta combine the responses to this question into an overall Vision Statemant for the Village.

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23
recreatlonai facmtles Tor walklng, blke ndlng

24

properly

events

something positive to do during their none schoof hours.. bowling, movies, paint

ball skate park somethlngl

-No c:heap lnokmg structures (l e, '.ﬂnyl sudmg wi th unsophlstmated desugns} ar
structures that are not in keeping with our quainf town (i.2. the dreadful locking
county office building betwesn two magnificent old structures) - Incentives for
companies to come inio Schoharie that are hip and current with the times which
don't include more bars and liguor storas. - fix lhe current downtown abandaned
fook

vltal at(ractwe

| wcu[d Ilke to seea wable busmess dlstrlcl that mests resndents needs a
community with young families to revitalize this area, and & place where older
people, as well as those with special needs feel valued and are able ta remain a

part of the community

attrac:t young farmlys

remove proteries that have not had any work by new owners such as (Lopsz)
ald house across from school sold twice nothing done roderts and hal trap
unsafe, Anyone buying up flooded homes for rental properties give them lime
line for completion or tear down , and assure that repairs have baen done

Free of fears of Iwmg in lhe shadow of the dam and anxlety of future ﬂood

Id Ilke the v&llage to retum to self sufﬁmency a grocery store, real pharmacy,

Jun 24, 2013 1:0D P

.Jun 21 2013 7 30 AM

Jun 19, 2013 348 PM

Jun 18 2013 4 5? PM

Jun 1? 2013 1 59 PM

Jun 17, 2013 1:563 PM

Jun 18, 2013 10:26 P

Jun 16 20134 08 F‘M

Mnre self sufﬁcnent ie eateries and GROCERY STOREII Busmess frlendly esp

for destmaﬂon type shmps —anthues glfts EiC

My vision is that Schohane will once again be \ﬂllage that people from far and

near will want to visit and/or live. if that means marketing ourselves, then let's
do the things necessary to become marketable! A viable drugstore and grocery
store would be a good start.

Jun 15, 2013 3:02 PM

28

oppor‘tumtles

mproved appearance thnvmg busmesses day trlp for out of towners

A community that offers access to all necsssities such as a gracery store,
pharmacy, laundry mat, gas stations, restaurants, and recreational

Jth"i 13 2013 ? 36 AM

Jun 14 20‘13 1[] GT PM‘

Realization and gratitude for nafural phenomenon cf th:s Ioca’uon Development

o sustaln way of lifa. Apprecnalrcn for uniqueness of time and place in this
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Page 6, Q13. Describe what you hope and desire the future of the Village of Schobarie will be like:

You can use three words, three phrases, or complete sentences; whatever method is easiest for you.
Qur goal is te combine the responses to this question into an overall Vision Statement for the Village.

29

40

31
32

33

34

35

36

37

33

39
40

41

42

hlstcry, Charm lmkmg the pasl to the pi‘esent

P
with a vmtage theme loa g
would provide a clean looking, well mainiained appearance; Divert the traffic,

especlally the truck traft' ic oﬁ Marn St

Fwould hke to see fulJ occupancy of exlshng houses and busmess structures |
would like to see a grocery store in town, a thriving business district, and vacant
lots turned into green space, including parks, playgrounds. | would like to see

housing created for young, working people, and Schoharie to be promoled as a
commutlng commumty, for those wantlng to get away from the hustle of mty IiFe

Grawth in younger famlhes moving to Schohsre or stay;ng here Dwerstty in
population A Mainstreet without empty store fronts, bul a diverse offering of
businesses

A weekend get-a-way town. Flocking here from the city to enjoy the natural
heauly of ihe country yel being surrounded with history, antiques, and outdoor

aclwltles you c:an't get in the slty'

| would hcpe thet the wllage weuid increase the amount ef small bus:nesses in
the commiunity and that the community would continue to work together for
everyone 5 beneﬁt

Where we become a thrwmg yei most beautiful and peaceful place for farruhes 1o
come and enjoy the "country air and clean waler" {That's if we can gel the chem
trails to stop over our areas) and become the desired place to be where parenis
can feel secure in the vacatlons knowmg their children and themselves are safef

HOME TDWN AMER[CA

h!stonc wllage wfcoordmated organlzauorls far tourists and Iucal events

1 User frlendly for Semor Cltlzensfyoung famllles Wou!d suggest mput from
those dealing with Seniors, 2- Consider a meaningful grocery stare between
Middieburgh & Schoharie. 3- Dependable transportation cther than public

transportation for those needlng medical app'ts who can't handle cny treﬁlc elc

Sustalnable and resmant with a strong commitment to the future of the wllage by

the people wha live here.

We need to bnng more busmesses to the area in order to pmmote developmcnt
for the beiterment of the community. This especiaily includes a grocery store
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Page 6, @13. Describe what you hiope and desire the future of the Village of Schoharie will be like:

You can use three words, three phrases, or complete sentences; whatever methed is easiest for you.
Our goal is to combine the responses to this question into an everall Vision Statement for the Village.

43

44

45
46
a7

43
49
50
51

52

and businesses such as this should be given tax breaks because they would be
beneflclal to the area. | also think a b|ke pelh is a great idea.

Need more Stores nke Grecery Store

hcme prof teble succesefull

Schohene a V;Hage a Tuwn a Valley a Coumy a Reglon a place ! ea{l home
v1brant sustamable fnend!y communlty

1 would hope thal | eoulci walk to a grocery store herdware store orfo &

restaurant. | would hope there would be other facilities for young people besides
the swimming pool. | would hope that ali of the buildings on Main St. would be
occupied and that people would be shopping locally so that our businesses
would thrive.

More businesses an main st, Better lock. More assistance for [ocal businesses.

More commumiy ac‘ccvztles Malntainmg beck |0ta to fimit drug artmty

A place where people w1| want to vigit and Iwe w:th pnde

More Mam St slorefronte ﬂlled More frequent use of our exlstlng parks

Cooperation between businesses, residents and any tocal organization in
promotmg end support Iocal events

We need a Chlld fnendly pWace for ‘them to play Access to and waklng.’blkmg
trails by Lhe river More fourism .

3 words Pregresswe thrant Complete 3 phrases Fmphasns on our h|ster|c

culture The "perfect” Main St. A place where people want to live We need to
reinvent the wheel less and think outside of the box more. It's all about the
bigger picture.
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Page 8, &317. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Your input is extremely important to the Long
Term Community Recovery Strategy. Once you click the “Done™ or “Submit” button, your survey response will be

submitied. However, if you have additional comments, please list them hare,

i It is chvious that parking on Main Street is at a pramium. There is no reason ¢
find four or five cars parked in front of various bulldings {obviausly by apartment
tenants) during the pre-business hours, or during the day - of the few businesses
located on Main Street. Employees of existing businesses should be reminded to
utilize the parking area behind the shopfoffice and not on Main Stresl. Upgrade
the parking area could/should be addressed by the Village government. An
appropriate sign could be posled on the wall by the Court House Security Desk
to the effect: Attoimeys, Clients, Jurors and visitors are requested to utilize the
parkmg area adjacent o sprmg street and not on main street

b2 Schohane won't prosper and grow as !ong as the cfoud of uncertalnty regardmg
flood control on Schoharie Creek remains. VWe must get the NY City water
depart. tc adopt flood conirel as one of its guiding directives, instead of solely
focusing on maximizing polable water capacity for New York City water system.
if they refuse, Schoharie should develop & strategy to ransition the village
gr.':u;{ualig,.r foa safer location (th:s would ba heartbreaklng, but prudenl)

3 We hved inthe wllaqe on Hilgert Parkway for 9 years. We now Iwe on Ward
Lane outS|de of tha wllage and own approxumalely 7' acres in the wltage

4 All |deas are good A questlon of what money can be made avallable

5 | am amazed that there is no mention of the Vl!iage 5 h|storlcal S[teS and the
value they can add, There is the Old Stone Fort, the Schoharie Valley Railroad
museum, the 1743 Palatine House (the oldest existing building in Schoharie
County.) Surely those are an asset that should not be ignared. Also, the entire
Colonial Heritage association site including the Creamery Building (where there
is @ Theater upstairs) is an asset, and it is used by the Childiren's Theatra group
far theatre camps in the summer. There are at least 2 historical signs that are
interesting too: The site of the first open air movias, and the site of the duel in
front of Swarts tavern. The DAR building will also be an assat when itis
rehabbed. It is another of those old Taverns (there are at lzast 5 that exist in the
immediate Schoharie area including Yankee Peta;s Tavern on 443, the Tory
Tavem and the DAR 1?95 buﬂdmg

g FUI‘ 38 years we've calied Schohane home and moved ;ust outmde the wltage

into a smaller home after the flood. | believe that the paople in this area have
become more connected and hope that Schoharie will continue to thrlve

7 l have lived in schohane my entirs life. | bought a house in the wIIage tn help

rebulld the community. | have gone to schoo! in Scheharie from kindergarden
and now my children go to schoal there too. I'd like to be able do rmore fun things
with them then we have available and not have to go to anather fown to spend
our free lime and money. We would rather support this community. Open this
town up to new businesses. There will be more jobs and more
OPPORTUNITY'"I

& I am not for the Icw-mcome senior clevelopment that | just found out about thal
the village is considering. It is not gaod for Schoharie s a whole. 1am all for
naw businesses to come into the town, but not this one that is counterproductive
which ulimately could bring a type of people ndo the town walking by our homes
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Page 8, @17. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survay. Your Input is extremely important to the Long
Term Community Recovery Strategy. Once you click the “Done” or “Submit” button, your survey response will be
submitted. However, if you have additional comments, pleasa list ther here.

10

11

12

13

14

15
18

17

18

19 More llke 20 min. to be honest Jun 6, 2013 211 PM

20

that we don't want here in the event they cannot drum Up the business with
seniars - aside of all the other issues I've prevmusly mentioned.

THe survey is a good |deai But |t wnl be lnterestlng to me lf anythlng is done wnth Jun 21, 2013 7:32 AM
it or even results are published as to the opinfons on the varlous items ai the
ma;anty of the respondants

While | ami not a v:llage reSIdent l grew up in the Town of Schondrle presently Jun 19, 2013 3:.52 PM
live in the Town, and live close to the Village. The village is our nearest "go 0"
community. I zddition, | am invalvad in church in the villags, as well as several

other vnlage orgamzatmns

| spent a lot of time and money rebmldmg my home 1 Iove Iwmg here bul the Jun 17, 2013 1:57 PM
ahondonded homes must be delt with | the building at end of schoo! property on
main streel falling apart nothing done after flood horific smells when it rains as
well as animals

The survey d:d nol mentlcn Iha mpcrtance of falth communmes ta the recovery Jun 16, 2013 10:48 PM

process, nor did it acknowledge the role service and leadership prograrms play
in communities recovering from disasters. Our community has an opportunity to
show its gratitude by creating a monument to the volunteers who came from all
over to help and ereating a yearly recognilion eveni to honor all volunieers who
give thelr tlme to others.

| Iove the v;ilage and want to see |t thrive zWould love fo:sgeitiatitact small Jun 16, 2013 3:55 PM

We were only disptaced overnight the night of the ﬂood and we were able to Jun 15, 2013 3:04 P
move upstairs. (raised ranch) We will not move back downstairs because of the
potential threat NOwW.

We need a grucery stare asap Jun 14, 2013 10:08 PM

Jun 14, 2013 7:42 AM

OUR SCHOOL TAXES DOWN B" o‘R

We Iove our \nllage and hope to stay here for a [ong time. We are Semors and Jun 13, 2013 8:32 PM
find our neads are different than several years aga. Are mindful and grateful for
aII that has been done Whe'e eise wauld anyone care so mucn?

| hve twa mlles out of Sc:hchane but the reb,nldmg of Schoharae aﬁecls me alot Jun 12, 2013 2:.28 PM
We need ta have more shopping opportunites so we don't have to travel fo

Coblaskill. hope my input counts because we are all issto this fogether as a

communlty and I care what happens to Schoohane

Some of the matlgatlon questlons were confusmg and may be misleadmg Jun B, 2013 7:08 Al
example, it is vilally important for a recovery effort to have a centralized

warehouse during recovery phase, but when not in recovery phase this is not

important to maintain a "centralized location”... also, the understanding of what
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Page 8, Q17. Thank you for taking the time to complete this survey. Your input is extremely important to the Long
Term Community Recovery Strategy. Once you click the “Done” or "Submit” bufton, your survey response will be
submitted. However, if you have additiona) comments. please list them here. ’

this warehouse wauld be is most likely different from a recovery standpoint than
from a general population standpoint. Stock piling construction materials is
important; NOT personal items such as used furniture and clothing! The later
just gets in the way and wastes precious capacity during times of high naed.

21 Living outside the village, | take advantage of village events and programs. Jumn 5, 2013 11:30 AM
Getting input to this survey would be great. But, unless you are marketing this
survey anly through the local newspaper article, | doubt you will get many
responses. | hope that any locals are being emailed this survey andfor facebook
is being used. | am surprised that | haven't gotten an email yet. | also think you
nead to put a handout/flyer in the hands of all local homeownears/residants if you
raally want ta get some response. Perhaps have business cards made up that
can be handed out at the local shops/bars/restaurants.

22 The wark done so far has been a remarkable effort and | am extremely grateful Jun 4, 2013 12:04 PM
to be back in my home due lo the tireless commitment. Thank you.

23 Apprecizte all that you are doing, Jun 3, 2013 $1:07 PM
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Mining the Data: Analyzing the Economic Implications of
Mining for Nonmetropolitan Regions

Wiiliam R. Freudenburg, University of Wisconsin—Madison and Unjversity of
Califomia—Santa Barbara
Lisa J. Wilson, Watershed Research and Training Center

Extractive indostries such as lopging and mining are generzlly expected to bring
significant economic benefits to rural regions, but a growing number of findings have now
challenged that common expectation. Still, it is nof clear whether the findings of less-than-
desirable econcmic cutcomes are isolated or representative. In this article, we assemble
literally all of the relevant guantitative findings on rining that we have been able to identify
in published and/or techmical Iiterature from the United States. In the interest of vigor, we
Jimit the assessment to casss in which stdcly nonmetropolitan mining regions are conpared
against other nonmetropolitan regions and/or against those regions’ own experiences over
time. Overall, 301 findings meet the criteria for inelusion. Contrary to the long-established
assumptions, bul copsistent with mare recent critiques, ronghly half of all published
findings indicate negative economic outcomes it mining commmmnities, with the remaining
tindings being split ronghly evenly between favorable and neutral/indeterminate ones.
Positive findings are more likely 10 be associated with incomes than with poverty or
(especially) unemployment rates, and they arc more jikefy Lo come froin the western United
States, where much of the mining involves relatively larze, new coat sirip mines. Over hall
of all posilive findings come from the years priov to 1982. [n virtually all ollier categories,
ihe plurality or majority of findiugs have been negalive. When the paiterns of findings are
subjected to one-sample means tests, the only way o produce a significantly positive
outcome iz by combining all nentral/indeterminate findings with the positive ones, while
focusing exclusively on incomes; by contrast, in the case of poverty or unemploymenl
rates—as wel] as for the overall body of findings—the results are consistently and
significantly vegative, whether the neufralfindeterminate findings are combined with
negative ones or omitted from the equations altogether. Tniil or unless future studies ™ |
produce dramatically different findings, there appears ta be no scientific basis for accepling
the widespread, “obvious™ assumption that mining will lead to cconomic improvement.

Both in academic and popular discourse, the common assumption has long
been that the potential environmental threats from extractive indusiries such as
logging and mining will be accompanied by economic benefits for the industries’
host regions (see, e.g., Imrie 1992; Thompson and Blevins 1983, p. 153; cf.
Humphrey et al.1993; sec also Lewan 1993). Indeed, particularly for areas that are
remote from urban agglomerations and industrial developroent, the extraction of
raw materials from nature is often seen to be the only hope for economic

Sociological Inguity, Vel. 72, No. 4, Fall 2002, 549-75
02002 Alphn Kappa Deléa




ASPHALT PLANT POLLUTION

Young & McQueen Grading Company wants to build an asphalt plant in Mitchell County. The drafi air
pollation permit proposed by the NC Division of Air Quality (Permit Ne. 09808R00) would allow the plant to
produce up to 225,000 tons of asphalt per year at a maximum of 160 tons per hour. If given final approval by
the slate, the Young & MeQueen plant would be allowed to emit the foflowing air pollutants annually:

Chronic toxicants Cl:lrl‘zjlnic :OXimT:i ti:c!ude ubE: mt otoxins
. and developmental toxins, substances
carbon disulfide 682 . which have a negative impaci on the
methyl ethyl ketone 13,650 hurman nervous system and/or human
toluene 17,150 5 growth and development.
X}’l cne 9,975 g\ Acute system toxicants are pollutants
z which canse the death of laboratory ani-
4 . 3 mals within 14 days of exposure ot is
cute system loxicanis g toxic based on human experience.
styrene 3,780 2
™ Carcinogens are substances which are
. g known to cause cancer or which are gus-
Carcinogens k=! pected to cause cancer in humans,
benzene 64 S Defnitionsjrom the US Code o Fod:

. = efrrutions from f ode of teq-
trichloroethylene (TCE) 4,000 eral Regulations (16CFRI500) for the
perchlomcthyl ene (PCE) 13,000 Federal Hazardous Substances Control

Aet.
Amnual totals based an produciion rate of 160 tons per hour
Jor 1,406 howrs per vear or 175 days at 8 hours per day o
produce 225,000 tons of asphait. October 2007

Certain pollation sources at the asphalt plant would be exempted from its state permit: 1) an Asphalt Tank Heater
buming No. 2 fuel oil at 1.6 million BTU heat input and 2) a 10,000 gallon liquid asphalt storage tank. These units
are known sources of toxic air pollution but are exempted by state stamte; that is, they are lisied in the permit but
mot included in the air pollution limits.

Asphalt Plant Pollution: A Public Health Hazard

Road asphalt contains gravel and sand mixed with asphalt cement obtained from crude
oil. Asphalt cement is a mixture of hydrocarbons including naphtha which contribute to the va-
porization of organic compounds at operating temperatures of 300-350 degrees F. Hydrocar-
bons released into the air by the hot mix asphalt as it is loaded into trucks and hauled from the
plant site include volatile organic compounds, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons, and con-
densed particulates. Also, arsenic, benzene, formaldehyde, and cadmium are toxic air pollutants
emitted from asphalt plants. Condensation of particulates occurs at (contired next page)

BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE LEAGUE
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(from page one) :
ambient temperatures of 70 degrees F. These very fine particles carry polycyclic aromatic hy-

drocarbons which are a danger to public health. Animal studies show that PAHs affect repro-
duction, cause birth defects, and cause harmful effects on skin, body fluids, and the immune
system. The US Department of Heaith and Human Services has determined that PAHs may be
carcinogenic to humans. [Source: Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (ATSDR).
1995. Toxicological Profile for polyeyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Atlanta, GA: U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, Public Health Service]

The effect of fugitive emissions on local pollution levels may exceed
the effects of pollutants emitted from the smokestack.

In addition to smokestack emissions asphalt plants emit large quantities of harmful fugitive
emissions at ground level. A small asphalt plant produeing 100 thousand tons of asphalt a year may
generate 50 tons of toxic fugitive emissions. The bulk of fugitive emissions are condensed particulates.
Volatile organic compounds {VOC's) emissions are about 29% of the this total. To this must be added
the total emitted from the smokestack itself. Stagnant sir conditions and inversions increase the level of
exposure to the local community,

The Blue Ridge Environmental Defense League has released two studies showing the adverse
impacts on property values and public health for residents living near operating asphalt plants. A prop-
erty valug study documented losses of up to 56% as a direct result of an asphalt plant. In another study
nearly half of the residents report negative impacts on their health after only two years of asphalt plant
operations. The door-to-door survey shows that 45% of the residents living within a half mile of a two
year old asphalt plant report a deterioration of their health which began after the plant opened. The
most frequent problems include high blood pressure (18% of people surveyed), sinus problems (18%),
headaches (14%), and shoriness of breath (9%).

Action recommendations

Federal regulation of asphalt plant emissions is inadequate to protect public
health. EPA’s emission estimates (AP-42) are inadequate to protect worker
health and public health. Therefore, citizens must join together to protect their
communities. Any county or town faced with an asphalt plant proposal should
push for setbacks from residences and community buildings, site specific health-
based air pollution modeling and monitoring, enclosures for load-out zones, and
preferably a zero emissions asphalt plant, with total containment of air pollutants.

BLUE RIDGE ENVIRONMENTAL DEFENSE LEAGUE
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ROSEMARY STACK, ESQ.
Stack Law Office
Winkworth Professional Building
2700 Beéllevue Avenue, Syracuse; NY 13219
Telephone (315)422-1038 = Fax (315) 422-1044
"~ Qectober 8, 2014
Via Hand Delivery

Town of Schoharie Town Board
300 Main Street, Suite-2
Schoharie, New York 12157

RE: Public friformational Mecting on 1997 Town Comprehensive Plan

To the Members of the Town Board:

This letter is being submitted. on behalf of my client, Cobleskill Stone Products, Inc. a8
written comment at the Town’s public informational hearing on the review of the 1997
Comprehensive Plan (the “Plan™) to be held on October 8, 2014. We believe that the review of
the 1997 comprehensive plan should be subject to full public involvement before the Town
Board makes a decision on whether amendments to the 17-year old plan are appropriate. in this
regard, we note that Section 272-a (1) (&) requires the “participation of’ cit-izcns' i an open,
responsible and flexible. _pl’a_nning. process is essential to the designing of the optimum town
comprehensive plan.” While we recognize that the Board has made some effort to involve the
public in the review of the current Plan, we believe that despite these efforts, the public

informational meetings. fall chort of the above mandate and render any action taken vulnerable to

attack.
Unfortunately, perhaps at no fault of the board members, the board meefing minates from

January 2014 to September 24014 were not posted on the Town’s website until afier the
September 10® informational meeting, no notice of that meeting was sent to those individuals
that signed up for email notification and, while counsel for the town informs me that legal notice
of the meeting was published in the newspaper, the meeting was not attended by a cross-section

of the commaunity. The scheduling of another public informational meeting for October g™




while commeﬁdab’le, still, at best, garners only mininial public attention, and will“hot attain the
full participation of the citizens that should be achieved for such an important process.

We note for example, that the summary provided by the Town’s consultants Barton and
Loguidice, as well as the Planning Board’s and Zoning Board’s reports of their review of the
Plan and recommendations regarding its update, are not found anywhere on the wehsite, nor arg
the minutes of the meetings at which thesc boards discussed the Plan electronically available:
And, further while email notice of the October 8, 2014 public informational mcctmg was sent out
to those who previously signed up to receive such notices, no such notice is posted on the
website nor is there any mention of this additional opportunity for public input in the Town
‘Board minutes for its September meeting.

We note that prior to the adoption of the 1997 Plan, the Town sought input from all
citizens and businesses in thé town, sending out surveys te property owners and putting out
flyers to inform the public of the meetings at which public input into the Plan were:to be held. In
contrast, the review being conducted p'resemly has not been widely noticed to the citizens and
businesses in the town, resulting ini public comment being received from only a few citizens 'who.
presumably became aware of the public informational meetings through. attejndanc_e at town
board meetings at which it was discussed.

As noted long ago by the highest court of the State: “in exercising theu' ZONing POWwers,.
the local authorities must act for the benefit of the community as a whole followiag a calm
deliberate consideration of the alternatives, and not because of the whims of either an articulate
minority or even a majority of the commumity.” Udell v. Haas, 2t NY2d 463 (1968). “Such a
requirement diminishes the likelihood that the zoning aithiority will be exercused o benefif those
in authority, to punish political foes or to advance a seemingly legitimate commumty goal at the
expense of a few property owners who are -called upon to bear the brunt of short- sighted
decisions.” Rice, McKinney's Statutory Practice Commentaries, Town Law §272ha (citing Udall
v. Haas, “the - ‘comprehensive plan” protects the landowner from arbitrary restrictions on the use
of his property whieh can result from the pressures which outraged voters can bring to bear on
public officials. . .there is danger that zoping, considered a sélf-contained act-iw_;ity rather than a

means to a broader end, may tyrannize individual property owners. ).

Given this and the knowledge that the individuals speaking at the September 10™ public:

informational meeting as well as the current supervisor and the chairs of the planning and zoning



OFFI(&@%

boards are staunch opponents of Cobleskill Stone Product’s mining operatien in the town we

believe that much more public involvement agd input is necessary before the Board makes any:

determination on updating the current comprehensive plan for the fown.

We also implore the town board members to consider, 1 partlcula: that proper
comprehensive planning must consider the regional needs and official plans of other
governmental vnits and agencies within the region. See, Town Law§ 272-a (3)(b). The
com_prehe:jnsive plan must “give due consideration to the needs of the people m the region of
which the town is a part.” Town Law §272-d (1)) The comprehensive plan must encompass-“a
total planning strategy for rational allocaticn of land use, reflecting consideration iof the rieeds of
the commumty as a whole.” Taylor v. Village of Head of the Harbor, 104 AD?_d 642 (2d Dept.
1984), appeal denied 64 NY2d 609. '

The Schoharie mine has been a vital part of the community since the begmmng of the last
century and not ome complaint about the operation was received during the comprehensive
planning process leading up to the. 1997 adoption of the town’s current plan. In fact, it was: not
until Cobleskill Stone Products, a major local employer and contributor to ﬂ1e community,
anmounced plans to mine the adjoining land that a very voeal, select group of the community
objected to the mine, Failure to recognize the validity of the mine to the Town s and region’s
economy would be a disservice:to the board’s responsibility for proper plannmg for the future
needs.of its residents and the region,

it has been wrongly implied that the mining of the adjoining land at the Schoharae Quarry
will “more than double the size of the mine,” This is untrue when applied .to‘mmmg, rather,
since mining removes the corpus of the land itself, when the operationt as a matter of necessity
moves to the adjoining land, it is not expanding, but merely accessing the future reserves. And,
as laid out in the plans filed with the New York State Department of Environmental
Conservation (NYS DEC), the existing quarry will be 99% reclaimed before thc additional land
is mined. Thus, the mine itself is not truly expandmg‘ it is simply’ contmumg its business by
aceessing its inventory: And, that “inventory” is 4 needed commodity for the town and region.
The stone reserves found at the Schoharie Quarry are not found everywhere, .;bu‘t only where
nature dictated several thousand years ago. Planning for the future needs of both the town
residents and regional needs of " Schoharde County requires the beard to consider the

indispensable need for this commodity for future generations of the people of Schoharie County.



A look back at the vital role the Schioharie Quarry has played in the comfﬁ';mi'ty dictates’
that the board must consider where the stone for future residents will come ﬁom if it does not
come, from this local resource. that has been supp lying it to the community for over 1 00 years.
Cobleskill Stone Products is the largest private smployer in the Town of Schoharie and. an
important source of tax revenue. Stone from the Schohare Quarry has been widely used in
projects that benefit the community as a whole. Approxlmately 90% of the Quzﬂ;ry s production.
is utilized in public works projects in the. vicinity of the Town of Schoharie. ‘The Schoharie
Quarry stone was used m {the Gilboa Dam project in 1970 for the New Y.ogk State Power
Authority, NYS DOT construetion projects for Interstate 88 in 1978 and 1979, rébuil‘_din‘g of the
Thruway bridge over the Schoharie Creck after its collapse in 1987, bunilding of the Schoharie
County Jail and the Iroquois Indian Museum in 1991, for emergency slope embankment for
flood prevention at the Blenheim Bridge, as well as mmore {ocally proximate construction projects
such as construction on the Schoharie County Courthouse in 2001 and the. Village of Schoharie
Sewer Extension in 2004. Blacktop and concrete, produced using stong from the Schoharie
Quarry, was used i in the rebuilding of Route 30 between Middleburg to Blenhmm in 1969-1972,
the dormitory projects at the Cobleskill College m the late 1960s and in 1972 1974, the
Jamesway Plaza in 1971-1974 and the Interknitting complex and facility in CobIesIull As one
resident put it: “simply put, without {Cobleskill Stone’s] product there could be NO. economc.
development. »1 and, the town should not forget the role: of the Schoharie Quarry during the
historic flooding during Hurricane Irene in 201 1. Not only did the Gilboa Dam snccessiully hold
back flood waters and the Thruway bridge over the Schoharie Creck survive: the flopding intact,
but Cobleskill Stone Products, at the behest of Emil Galasso, its President, w:thout any request
for help and in most cases without compensation, Tesponded by immediately puttmg its trucks,
with whatever product was needed, to work, including cleaning streets and collecting and
disposing of debris and garbage at its own cost. '

Proper planning requires the board to look at the impact that closing of the Quarmry will
have on the local economy. The NYS DEC has recognized the crucial need for towns and
counties to properly map out it§ rhineral resources for future use, recognizing t_hat without such

foresight in the planning process, tmineral reserves will be forever lost to other develapmient

! According to the NYS DEC’s website, nearly 38,000 pounds of new minerals must be prmrldcd every year for each
person in the State, wiwis. dec.srv.covwlands/D2915 Al (accessed 5-12-2014).
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trends. See, “Land Use Planning Initiative”, Presentation to New York State Association of

Counties, January 11, 2011, (“localized shortages are occurring, due to a r_'e,'ciiuction in the
availability of mineral aggregates”
restrictive zoning, often as a reaction rather than plapning.) A

citing as a reason that local govarmuentsiihave enacted
tack of proper planning has
ritical shortages in. mineral reserves in counties south and east of Schohatie

already created c

where sand used to make concrete must be trucked in at great cost to the 'rc'sideh.ts, businesses

and govemmental entities that. depend on this resource. for building constriction and repair of
bridges and roads.
mote distant locations should not be taken lightly sin@t‘e for with the

Trucking stone from
? What effect closing this

doubling of the distarice to another ming, the cost of the stone doubles.

close source of aggregate material will have on future budgets of the Town of Schioharie and

on construction costs for residents, businesses and governments in the region for future

generations to come must be considered now, not after the potential to tap these ﬁc-is‘erves. is lost

to other deveiopinent.
We are hopeful that the board will recognize the impo
e in the comprehensive planning process. We look fomarﬂ fo providing

rtance of these issues when

planning for the futt
oves through the process of updating its. cc‘;mp.rehcnsive plan

sion ‘with the town board members.

additional commernt as the Board m

and, as always, remain opento a meaningful discus

Respectfully,
_ ,‘,? . /’ .»
Hesenstip P .
Rosemdry Stack

2 ¥f the closest mine fo a given construction site does ot receive a perwit and the distance to the vearest relevant
mige increases by 56%, ong can expect the costs of transporting the agpicgate 10 increase by 50%.7 Ruffer &
Gardner, The Economic Impact of the N.Y. Mining and Construction Materials Indusiry, Center for Governimerital
Research (2011), p. 12-13, Appendix 1, Mineral hrdustry. of the Stafe of N.Y., supra, at p. B2-83.



